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| | the Methodiſts, You wou'd needs 
give the //or 1d ſome Reaſon to ex= | 
pect a Non-paretl, ſomething ſo ela- 
borate and accompliſh'd, as to be al- 
together anan{wer able. But upon 

its : appear ing, how are we diſappointed! How far 
is the Performance ſhort of the Promiſe ! For my 


Part, I can in no wiſe ſee how it is unanſwerable, 
except it be, that it deſerves not any Anſwer at all, 


'Tis fo full of palpable Contradiftinns, Abſardities, 


Fal/ties, groundleſs Sage, ions, and malicions ur- 


miſes, Se. that it in fome Sort Vinatcates the Peo- 


ple, *twas intended to {Perſe ; and flirts back the 1 
Dirt it ſhou'd have caſt upon them. upon its own 


Aul hon. Pray what have you laid more than any 
007, petulant Wretch dares to ſay? The very 
Tinkers 2 and Collicrs of your Pariſh have of late 
acted the Perſon, as well as you har done; and 


with as much Regard to Truth and the Honope' 


- Go, 4 


„ : 


1 LY 
_ > 


mon you have lately publiſhed againſt |} 


„ 
* 
Sa. : 
— * 
1 4. 
* 8 #3) 7 \ 
* o o 
"Nl l g q TIS 
"R #4 n . 
13 OT 1 o 5 
8 W 1 Te 
Wo ”__ "ve D 
4 8 ry 


Bop. The Dangers, for an Hint of it, which you 
wou'd unjuſtly inſinuate from the Conduct of "the 
Methodiſts to your Trade, tis probable, proceed 


rather from the malevolent Suggeſtions of ſuch a 
Banditti, than from any, even plauſible Obſervati- 


ons, that you are able to make of the Matter. You 


and I know little more of the Nature of 7 rale, than = 


of the Philoſophers Stone. Herein therefore, we 


may take it far granted, that theſe Men have been 


your Teachers. 


The Reaſons that have induced me to anſwer your | 


Sermon, tho' otherwiſe, not worth anſwering, are 


chiefly theſe: A \ juſt and } ingenuous Vindication of 
the Principles and Proceedings of thoſe People, whom 
you have endeavoured ſo induftriouſly to traduce and 
vilify ; ; Likewiſe the Conviction of ſuch, who, as 
common Enemies of all true Religion, or the very 
Appearance of it, are prone enough to ſwallow down 
any Thing, that may tend to the Detriment of the 


Truth as it is in Iss, and the Scandal, miſrepre- 


| ſentation and Prejudice of its avowed and faithful 
Friends. And laſtly, for the Encouragement of 
| | thoſe, that are about, and the Confirmation of thoſe, 
that already have, embraced the Principles of the 
Met hodiſts, deſpicable indeed upon their Account 


and Name: But nevertheleſs to every ſincere In- 


quirer aſter Truth and Happineſs, evidently, and 
4 every Way agreeable to the Goſpel of our Lozp, 
and conſequently to the Principles of our Eſtabliſh 4 | 
Church; nor in any wiſe, that I can find, materially 


different from thoſe of any Denomination of our 


 Difſenting Brethren. 
And as ; theſe are the chief Reafons, that —_ | 
on meto make any Reply at all; fo it is my Deſire 
| alſo, therewith, honeſtly and raparially 8 take 
oticg a 


+ 


« 


7 * 
Pans 7 USL Se 


_ Py 14 
” N 5 2 Ys. A 1 — . 

* be”? 1 N — 3 
c a te - x Es 
Fas Ft Ly E A — 
Eo ABS ln 8 


— 


++ 


Notice of each Paragraph, as they ſtand. To pur⸗ 
ſue this Method will, indeed, be attended with ſome 


Difficulties, by Reafon of the Looſeneſs of the Con- 


nection in many Places. J] muſt likewiſe be obliged 
ſometimes to range your ſtraggled Sentences into a 


proper Syſtem; or muſt aniwer ſeveral tautalogical 
Pieces of Paragraphs 1 in one Place, and the remaining 
Scraps of ſuch Paragraphs reſpeQvely | in as many 
other Places. Theſe Inconveniences, however, ſnall 


be diſpens d with as well as I can, 1 


5 therefore. 


Your firſt « and ſecond Paragraphs, intended for an 


IntroduGion, are taken up with what may be grant- 


d, afſerting the Neceſſity Mankind found them- 
ſel es under of Superiority and Subordination, in 


the ordering, governing and well-being of human 
Society. This Neceſſity is allowed alſo in Eccle- 


ſiaſtical, as well as Civil Oeconomy. But how im- 


proper ſuch an Introduction is to the following Sub- 
Jett. will all along obviouſly appear. The Text al- 


{o is as foreign to the Deſign it is intended to ſerve, 


as the Introduction. hat you ſay concerning the 
Inſpection or Government of the Church by a Suc- 


ceſſion of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, in every 


Century almoft down to this very Day, Bc. tho 


many may undertake to diſprove it, (it being a con- 


troverted Point) yet J ſhall not altogether deny. 
Though when you proceed ſo far as to affirm in the 
next Words of this Paragraph, That other Pre- 


© tenders to Miniſterial Powers (F you mean hereby 
* fo preaching) were treated, as infolent Encroach- 
ers, and as Enemies to the unanimous Practice and 
Peace of ail Churches.“ This is utterly falſe, as I 
ſhall by and « bye, I Hope, in a more Proper Place 4 
Leary — 5 
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Nor will it appear, that I can diſcern, ſufficient- 


, ly evident, that St. Paul, © whatever he perceived 


* of this Kind, growing in the Church of Corinth, 
. b. of Pretenders to Miniſterial Powers, faw this, 


* with ſome Degree of Indignation, to create (a8 


© you term it) the utmoſt Confuſion,” And that 


this, as you wou'd have us believe, gave Occaſion 
for the Words of the Text, God is not the Author 


of Confuſion, but of Peace, If it does, the Context 
muſt prove it. The Beginning of this we may fix 
at the 26th Verſe, where the Apoſtle begins thus, 

How is it then, Brethren, when ye come rogether, 


every ons of you hath a Palm, hath a Doctrine, 


hath a Tongue, &c. That is every one of the 


Gifted Men exerciſed his own Gift pro: niſcugufly 


at the ſame Time in the Congregation, This icems 


to be one, and that no ſmall Cauſe, of Diſorder and 


Confuſion. Another was ſeveral {peaking together 
in an unknown Tongue, without an Interpreter, 
Ver. 27, 28. Another, ſeveral Prophets propheſying 


(or pr caching) at once. One alſo beginning before 


another had done; or not ceaſing, when another, 


having a Revelation, began. Moreover this they 
did without one to judge of what was deliver'd, 


Ver. 29, 30, Sc. Theſe Diſorders (of no ſmall 5 


I Conſequ ence) fecern to me to be the Occaiion of the 


Text, God is not the Author of Confuſion, but of 


Peace, Gop, that is to ſay, will by no Means 
watrant: ſuch "Sk egularitics in the Church. Now 


| which Way the Occaſion of the Text, and the Con- 
duct of the Methodiſts can be brought without Vio- 


” ncc to tally „ I tee not: Except they be guilty of 
the fame, or the like Diſorders. Doth one of their 
Teachers fing Pſalms, and another pray in your 


1 r Wi! e you are preaching ? Ordo they, ſtarts. 1} 
1 $74 * | | | | | | up, 2 8 


: up, two or three at once, and preach there? Or do 
you hear that they do any ſuch Things 1 in their 


ET 


own Meetings? 5 
Shou'd you ſay, it is evident ſuch Proteins to 


ſpiritual, or miniſterial Gifts did intrude themſelves 


into the Church of Corinth, as were not qualified M 
from Ver. the 29th : Becauſe one muſt judge of what 
another propheſied. But, Sir, how not qualified? If 
By the Authority of God or Man? If this be the 1 
Meaning of the Words; and the Term Judge denotes i 


one, who is to judge of the Prophet's Qualification, 


or Miſſion, as well as of what he ſpeaks. It muſt i 
be of that by God; As is evident from the Verſe be- 
fore the Text ; The Spirits of the Prophets are ſub- 
ject to the Prophets. To bring this Caſe Home 
then to the Call of theſe Methoarft Preachers, Who 
mult judge whether theirs be of Gop? Wie you, 
1 think: Mind, Sir, the Spirits of the Prophets are 


ſubject to the Prophets. Your Sermon, and late 


Conduct demonſtrate that you are void of ſuch a 
Diſcerning Spirit. The Methodiſt Preachers there- 
fore may be right in this Reſpe& alſo, for ought 

you can object; and the Text as far from making 
againſt them in this View, as the other, ” 


But if it be for Want of a Qualification from Man 


only, that they, who attempted to take upon them 
the Miniſterial Office in any wile in the Church of} 

Corinth, were inſolent Encroachers and Enemies 
to that Church's Peace: And that the Apoſtle 


therefore perceiving this with ſome Degree of Ju- 
aignation, took Occaſion to utter the Words of the 
Text. This, indeed, ſeems to be your Notion, oft- 
ner than once in your Sermon, of an Encroacher, 

whether it be the Apoſtle's, or not. But, Sir, if 
Bis be admitted, then all theſe Gifted Men were 
be. tb: 
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by Men in 
tion of Hands. 
Grounds to ſuppoſe, that there was either Biſhop, 
Prieſt or Deacon in the Church of Corinth at that 
Time: If there were, it is ſtrange, that the Family 
of Cloe ſhou'd be the firſt, and only Perſons, that 
we read of, and not one or other of theſe Eccleſia- 
Nicks, to inform the Apoſtle of the Errors that 
were crept into, and the Contentions ariſen in that 
Church. Why writes he this Epiſtle to that Church, 
and not rather to ſuch Governors; as he did, on 
other Occaſions, as to Timothy and Titus, if there 
were any fach ? Yea, the Apoſtle's ordering the 
Excommunication *, and afterwards the Abſolution, 
of the inceſtuous Perſon, is no very bad Argument : 
to prove this. Will you dare to ay then, that the 
Text is level'd, at ſuch, as were not outwardly | 
qualified, as it is probable theſe Gifted Men were 
not? And if not, which Way does it reflect n 
theſe Itincrants?? 
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5 | 
in ſolent Eucroachers and Enemies o the unanimous 
Practice and Peace, at leaſt, of this Church. For 
it cannot be eaſily proved that they were qualified 


There ſeems to be very ſmall 


Nor is the forbidding Women to ſpeak in the 


Church, a clear Argument for your Purpoſe, how- 
ever you may take upon you to affirm, that the 


. Ap oſtle ſaw, 


* with ſome Degree of Indienation, 
* the Notion of propbecyng or preaching 
created the utmoſt Confuſion, and even gave Oc- 
cation to Vomen to utter their Exhortations in 
Their Fault, as J think, think you 
and othe:s, as you will, ſcems to be rather ſpeaking in 


* 


the Church, for learning than teaching's Sake; as ap- 


pears from thoſe Words, If they will learn any 
* 1 Cor. v. 3 &z 5.— 2 Epiſt. Chop. 1 Th 


publick Authority, or by the Impoſi- 


thing; : 


„ ; 
f thing, tet them ask their Husbands at H zue; 
For it is a Shame for @ Woman to jpeak it 


gave Occaſion for the Words of the Text. Conſe · 


quently the Text can have nothing in this Light 
againſt the Methodiſt-Preachers, for want of an out- 


ward Qualification to preach, nor does it make ſuch 


the Authors of Confuſion in the Church on that 


Account, at this Day. 


| You proceed (Page 10) & And horns; it was 
© Matter of Fact, that theſe irregular Practices were 
contrary to Order and Peace.“ Sir, with your 


cc 


he 
Church, ver. 35. What Confuſion ſuch Behaviour 


muſt occaſion in their publick Devotion; what In- 
terruption to both Preachers and Hearers at ſuch 4 
Seaſon, is no Difficulty to conjecture. And indeed 
| how needleſs; ſeeing their Enquiries might be as 
well anf wered by asking their Husbands at Home. 
This therefore is no ſufficient Argument to prove 
that the Apoſtle was ſuſpicious of any ſuch outward- 
ly qualified Pretenders to mmiſterial Powers en- 
croachiug thereon, or that ſuch were prejudica 20 
the unanimous Practice and Peace of the Church 
of Corinth, and that the Wonien on this Account 


Leave, let us daſh out this Paragraph, ſeeing you 


have ſo widely miſtaken, or baſely perverted. the 


| Senſe and Deſign of the Text. 


Yet again in the next Clauſe; 0 [ ſhall talks Oc- 
e cafion from theſe Words” ( why „indeed a Man 
muſt needs have a Text in the 8 of his Sermon; 


or elſe -------) But, Sir, bethink you; Do you con- 
hder what you are about ? Doth the Apoſtle autho- 


tize you to divert his Words to the intended Uſe? 


What the Apoſtle meant by them we have already 
ſeen; what you mean by them, we are to learn in 


7 1 the next 3 1 ft, to point out ſuch Practi- 
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* ces, as create a ſhameful Confuſion amongſt 
us; and are directly contrary to Peace, and 

ce the decent Cuſtoms of all the Churches of the 

«© Faithful. And, Secondly, to mention ſuch per- 
ſuaſi ve Inferences or Obſervations, as may poſfibly. 

for the future, prevent the ſaid Confufion, and 
many other notorzons Conſequences,” It might 

have been wiſhed, for your own Credit, that out of 
Love for the Trath, and a due Reverence and Re- 
gard for the Apoſtle, or rather for the HoLy SPIRIT, 
Who gave him Utterance, that you had ſtuck cloſe 
to your Text, as every Goſpel-Divine doth. But - 
I am afraid, it will appear, you are but too like 1 
many a Prieſt more, who, ſo ſoon as they have ta- 
ken their Text, fall on to quite another Subject, and 

never own it more ſo long as they ſtay in 55 Pulpit. 
Under the former Propoſition you begin thus, 

* If Fact did not demonſtrate to us, what a Syſtem : 
* of uncommon Notions Ignorance and Su perſtition 
has lately introduced; we cou'd ſcarcely believe 

$5 ny ſuch Thing w ithin the Limits of Chriſtt- 

* anity, much leſs in theſe our Kingdoms.” Whe- 
ther you begin like a Chriſtian, I queſtion ; you 
might ſeem rather to effect the Method of the old 
Heathen Orators, artfully ar * labouring, 
the firſt Thing you do, to inſpirit the Breaſts of 

your Hearers with Prejudice and Reſentment againſt 

their Neighbours, before you either prove or relate 

any Thing agamit them. But what is this 2 
of uncommon Notions ? And how doth it appea 
that Ignorance and Superſtition hath lately intr os 
ced it? Have yau informed yourſelf ? There is very 
little Appearance of it in any Part of your Sermon. 
And wou'd you have ev'ry Body believe you, be- 
cauſe you have ſaid i it? And pay an Fa. nds it Faith 
| — 
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F: 11 
to your Tpſedixits ? I wonder not at it: This is 
Mot her-Church Right; A Mode of the Whore of 
Babylon. a But, Sir, permit me to inform both. yOour- 
ſelf and your Audicnce what the Notions of the Me- 


Thedijts are, which you tell them are uncommon, 
and lately introduced * [ {WOT ance and Super- 


tt ion. 


2 he Methodiſts . or Principles, and 
„ Dot. 


They believe and teach that Gop Lone Man in 

His own Image and Likeneſs *: A A perfect Crea- 
ture, into whom Gop inſpired His own Likeneſs, 

that is, His own Love and Holineſs, and herein 


conſiſted Man's Primeval As + noi in Eden, which, 


ſo long as he kept it, made all Things, all crea ted 1 
Things around Him, animate and inanimate, happy 


to Him, and happy in themſelves. Love then Was, 


as it now again in CHRIS is, the one, ſole, ſimple, 
ſuflicient, catholi ck, Motive to Holineſs, Divine 
Obedience, or doing the CREATCR'S Will (by ſome 


call'd His La "SY od Man was furniſhed with Abi- 


lities com! nd; 6” a perfect unerring Obedience to 
- ns Lokp. This Will or Law of the CREATOR 
was either emblematically couched under the Pro- 
hibition of cating of the Tree of Know] edge ot 


Good and Evil, as ſome think; or this was one no- 
torious Prohibition compromiſed in, or anne x' po- 


n 


ſitively to His Law, and ſenſibly placed betore 


Hadan s Eyes f for his Obſervance, Whether Way 
it was, tis all one in the Main: In the Day 


that thou cateft thereof tha ſpat: ſurely die. 


ſaid God, The rs of this Prohibition, 4 


Ply conſidered, as ſuch, or of any other Pregept OL 


* Gen, ii. 17. f Kom. v. 127 14, 15. 
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BIS Will, conch'd under! it, is threaten'd with Death. 


A Deprivation of the Divine Favour; Love and 
Primeval Happineſs in and with the Creator in Pa- 


radiſe. An Alienation from, or being without G0 


in the World. This Death furthermore, the Me- 
thediſts teach, extended to all the Race of Adam, 


as daily Experience proves, and it is a threefold 


Death, ſay they, Corporal +, Spiritual , Eternal |}. 


In the firſt, conſiſts the Separation of Soul 91 5 
Body, with the Diſſolution of the latter. In the 
ſecond, an Alienation from Gop, with a Depri vation 
oi our Original Faculties, our Underſtanding dark- 

en d, our Wills perverſe, and our Aﬀettions viti- 
ated, And in the laſt; the eternal Damnation af Ns 
Soul and Body. * 
They believe and teach, that by Reaſon of this 
ſecond Death, Man can neither will nor do any 

Thing, but what is evil before Gop, and tho! never 


40 ſeem ingly good and virtuous, is nevertheleſs de- 
ſerving of rothing but His eternal W rath. There 
7s none that doth Good, no nut one. ** Ie are not 


uſficient of ourſelves to think any thing, as of our- 


ſelves ++; and fo fays our Church. * The Con- 
* dition of Man after the Fall of Adam is ſuch, that 
&© he cannot turn and prepare himſelf by his own 


i tural Strength and good Works to Faich and 


Calling upon GD 14. 


hat notwithRanding this deplorable Condition 15 
or Inability of Man, whilſt he remains in this natu- 


ral State, or rather unter the Condition of the Fall, 


+ Gen iii. 19. 1 8 xv. Heb: ix. 27. 
: Rom. v. 18. Epbel. ii. 1, 45 312. Col. i. 13. 
Rom. v. uit, ** Kom. 9. 112 Cor. iii. 5. Plal. xiv. 1, 3. 
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cha Will or Law of Gop aforelaid 1 old Cove- 
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nant, the Covenant of Works, as many truly call 
it) ſtill ſtands againſt him in fall Force and W irtue, 


and indiſpenſably inſiſts upon the very ſame perfect 


Obedience thereto, as if Man Rill as his pil 


mitive Powers and Abilities. 


From this Doctrine of Man's fallen Eftate, the 


Methodiſts, like true Chriftians, ſound Church- 
men, and orthodox Divines, believe and preach up 
theſe Conſequences. 1ft, That every natural Man, 
if he is determined to live and die, as he came out of 
Adam's Loins, is bound, though without Strength, 
to perform an all- perfect, Hnlets, Obedience to this 
Will, or Law of Gop, for to regain the Favour, 
Love and Felicity of, and with, Gov, from which 
Adam, by Tranſgreſſion, fell. 2dly, That ſupß- 
poſe a Man did actually live up to ſuch an Obedi- 4 
ence, it would ſtill be impoffible, to regain that 

Happineſs ; becauſe of Original Sin, wherein he js 
both born and conceived * ; Actual Obedience be- 
ing no . or Saticfartion for the Original 

Offence. 2dly. That much leſs then | Man's actual 

Obedience to the Divine Law atone for, or pacify 


Gon for actual Tranſgreſſion. gqthly. That ſuppo- 


fing theretore a Natural Man, no the Commiſlion 

of "but 60 e fingle Sin, (and that, per chance, but an 
evil W ord, Jett, or Thought 4) a Million = which 
Offences, in the Apprehenſion of the World, will 


ſcarcely make one Sin, though it appears otherwile 
in the Goſpel. I fay, {uppoting ſuch a Man ſhou'd 


live, as holy and bleſs a Life, all his Days, as the 
Son of Gop did, in wno was no Sin, as the Apo 


ſtle Ay. aims neither was Guile found in 1116 
Mouth, + 4 He cou'd never retrieve God's F av our 


185 li 5. 7} Matt, v 28. Nati. Xii. 37. Ebel v. 4. 
2 l Pct, Th 725 „ 


thereby, 


23 


ſul 


thereby, nor eternal Glory ; but muſt incvitably 
ous Life, however ſtrictly and cicumf; pet! ly ſuch, 


and wicked one. And Laſtly, That the only Dit- 


ference between a virtuous and vicious Man is merely 


ith the former, lets chan the latter in the Bottom- 


Difference only lics in the different Degrees of their 
Virtue or Vice, The beſt Man is but the leaſt 


| Sinner. 


that ſeriouſly conſiders and lays to Hear, as he 
ought to do, this moſt certain Truth, will repoſe 
his Confidence any longer, merely in a good and 
virtuous Life, when 'tis not a Heaven, as he n üght 


% miſerable Portion? The leaſt Torment there, for 


intolerable Puniſhment; 
The Premiſes, Sir, if 1 may make this further 


are ſincerely ſeeking the Salvation of their Souls, 
what a dangerous Miſtake thoſe People are un- 


Language of but too many of our Pulpits, that 


to a god Life : And that if they do their beſt, ſtri- 


* Deut. xxvii. 26. Gal. ili. 10. Jam. it: 10. 
1 Acts x. 3. Acts xvi. 14. 


'1 
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eriſh for ever. * 5th. That therefore, a virtu- 


can no more fave ſuch a Man's Soul, than a vicious 


this, that the All-Rightcous and Juſt Gop will pu- 


leſs Pit. As to the Certainty and Eternity of their 
Puniſhment there, they are both upon a Par: The 


And here it may not be amiſs to aſk; what man, 


vainly hope; but an Hell, though the Pains of it 
may be never ſo ſmall. that muſt be his everlaſting, 


the beſt Life here, will prove, without Doubt, an 


418 
[ | but pertinent Digreffion, may ſerve to let every one 
I fee, eſpecially fuch as Cornelius + or Lydia like, 


der, who believe and are taught, as the modern 
. Converſion is nothing more than turning from a bad 


Sil ving to Jide as well as they can, the Lokb Will 


forgive 
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forgive their Sins, and fave their Souls. This No- 


tion or Dodrine, in as much as it is placing the 


Hope and Aſſurance of a Man- s Salt ation upon the 
Dint of his own Well-dving, is, not only already 


demonſtrated to be falſe, but ut :terty con'r.ry to all 
the Holy Bible, the Hom: lies, 39 <riicles, Cate- 


chiſm and Liturgy of the Chr: of £2. land, and 


the Principles of all our [Diffenting Brethren. 
Tis not only a groſs Popifh Jeunet; but more de- 


ceitful, dangerous and e khan all the 12 
Articles of Trent, horrid as they are, put together. 


We may truly fay of this res- Ii il Merit-mone- 
ng Hereſy, when compared with all the abomi- 


nable Errors o Popedom, as the Women of Iſrael | 
play'd and faid of Navid and Sanl. * Thoſe have 
lain their Thouſaads; but this, its ten Thouſands. | 


All ſuch as preach this Doctrine, and all ſuch, as 
believe, and profeſs it, pretend what they will to 
: Proteſtancy or Reformation-Principles, are as rank 


Papiſts, as ever were. And if you preach it, you 
might as well have continued in the Charch of Rome 


ſtill. You have only leit the Name, but not the 
Charch itſelf. This very Doctrine however the | 


Met hodiſis, as true Chriſtians and Proteſtants in- 
docd, being determined to ſtand by the pure Goſpel 


of the Son of Gob, our dear SAVIOUR, and, which 


is but ſill the ſame Thing, by the Principles alſo 
of our Eſtabliſh'd Church, explode, difclaim, and 


preach down, in the Manner already ſneven. 


And indeed L refuſe not to declare it to be my 


own Opinion, That as it is very certain, that this 


Doctrine of the Devil has well nigh nl d all the 


Churches in the Nation within this few Years, to 
the almoſt utter Extirpation of our truly orthodox 
* I Sam. x. 7, 


Eſtabliſnment, 


— 
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6 1 . 
Eſtabliſhment, Gop, u wou'd not the Death of 
© inners, nor the Kingdom and Goſpel of His dear 
Fo, our SAVIOUR, to be totally aboliſh'd amongſt 
us, raiſed up the Methodiſts, on Purpoſe, to reclaim 
1 and preach up the ſame; to reſtore the Church to 
bier primitive Purity, an 1 revive her Homilies and ll: 
Articles, Sc. out of the Duſt, and to purge Her © 4 
of that Fpidemical Vice and Wickedneſs, R 
is every where obſervable, where the Free-Il 1. 
Ilereſy pre vaileth, has moſt ſhameſully abounded. 
It may ſcem very ſtrange, indeed, at firſt Sight, 
do find, that where Man's Righteouſneſs or, a ſtrictly 1 
| holy Life is preach'd up and profeſs'd by «People ' 18 
for a Life and Happineſs ; and Obedience to 
| Gop's Law made the Condition of obtaining Hea- 
ven, where, Do this and live; Addling and Ha- 
8 27 is the Way to pleaſe Go and be happy; and 
0 conſequently their Hope and Dependence is only . 
in their Holinets. I tay, it may well ſeem very BY 
ſtrange, that theie Tniquity ſhou'd abound. But, 
if we obſerve, fo it is in Fact; I have made many 
Obtervations of it, and never, that 1 remember, yet 
found it otherwiſe. And what think we, can be 
the Reaſon ? Now this to me is very obvious; Be- 
cauſe this Doctrine, this Scheme of Religion 1s not 
of Gop; the Holy GnyosT hath no Part | in it: 
8 *Tisa Compound of de wiliſs, wo! laly and fielbly 
| Reaſon, and therefore it cannot ſubſiſt of itſelf, nor 
maintain it's own Purity; It can neither purge nor 
 fcfine the IIcafts of its Votaries ; nor greatly influ- 
ence the Obtervation or Lives of others: It's Neigh= I 
| bours muſt in Courſe remain for the moſt Part, as : 
they were; or till more prone to Iniquity. 
The Mcthodifts, indeed, look upon Morality to 
8 Product of Man' S Free Mill, and to be Sa- 
tan, 8 


Y 


I... mm e 


ff tan's ſec5 nd. furer, ſecurer Way of holding his 


<< 
'CC 


certainly been damn'd; But now thou ſhalt be 
et 


1 * 


Slaves off from God, and Heaven and Happineſs; and 


of killing, deſtroying and damning their Souls, The 
 Eneniy's Deſire, to be ſure is, that his Servants may 
tamely live in all Manner of Sin, as being that, 
wherein he takes the moſt Pleaſure, and whereby 


they become moſt like himſelf ; but, when any of 


them, through Terror of * Conſcience, or ſome other 
© Beare of Dread, or ſome dangerous Sickneſs, or great 
Misfortune, (which probably be the Awakenines of | 
Gop's HoLy SPIPIT) is prevailed with to tenotnee | 
and forſake his wicked Courſes, Satan's next Step |} 
to take, in order to prevent the poor Wretch's | 
Converſion and turning to the Lokp, is to perſuade — 
him to live a good Life, and to ſtrive all he can to live 
according to the Law of Gon, And for this Pur- 
poſe the guiletul Serpent, well accuſtomed to the 
Craft he uſed with Our Mother Five in Paradiſe, 
and transforming himſelf, as he very well knows 
how, into an Angel of Licht *; and very well ac- 
quainted with the proud! Nature, and ſelf-rightecus 
Diſpoſition of Man, accoſts his Heart | in artful Sug- 
geſtion after this Ma mner. '« Yea, hath the Son £ 
* of Gop ſaid: Believe in Him and thy Sins ſhall 


© be forgiven thee, and thou ſhait be faved. Can 


cc 


* a very vicious, vain and wicked Liver; But now 


thon art wondertully reform'd. Had” { thou 
lived and died in thy evil Courſe, thou had'ſt 


£c 


ſaved, Go on, Man, preſs forward; N to 
fulfil the Law of Gov, and hve as holil ily as ever 
thou can'ſt, Aa it out to the End, and then 


2 Cor, xi. fu. 


cc 


Faith fave thee ? No, no; Do thy beſt, and tou 
© ſhalt be ſaved. Thou haſt been this many Years 
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e Gop will forgive thee all thy Sins; and ha PPY 


* ſhalt thou be for ever: Yea, the Holicr thy Life 
5 1s, the hapf dier ſhalt thou be.“ 


Thus the Devil unſuſpected, (for the Man all 
the while thinks 'tis his own right Reaſon that tells 


him this ) puffs theſe Infinuations into his Heart. 

| He perceives no Deluſion at all in it. His Parſon 
; preaches to the ſame Effet; and his Friends 
and Neighbours, as blind as Hil apf plaud his 
Change. Thus the Man is tied up to all the ſtrict- 


eſt Rules, Modes and Forms of Religion, Liturgies, 4 
Rubricks, Sabbaths, Prayer-Days, Ordinances, Sa- 
craments, Faſts, Feſtirals, Alms-givings, Hours of 


Family and Cloſet, Devotion, &. are all Sa ee 


obſerv'd. Theſe, though good in themſelves, he 


miſerably founds his Hope of Gop's Favour and 
Heaven upon. And the more he perſiſts, aud the 


longer he perſeveres in this Way, the more tenaci- 
Gas "of 1 ſtiff, liſh, hypocritical, proud and fu- 


percilious, like the Phariſees of old, he grows, Be- 


fore he was a filthy, and now he is become a whited 


Sepulchre. Betore his Conſcience ire quently re- 
| proved him for his evil Deeds, having ſome Light 


and Sight, but now, Labdiceau like, he can ſee no 
Fault! in imei no Need of Lopentationz no Clean- 


fing ; he is ſtark Blind, Thus it Comes to Pais that 
the Devit has him faſter than ever in his Clauss. 


Before, Confcience often condemn'd him, declaring 5 
againſt both the Devil and his Sins, now it approves. 
. A id fo Conſcience and the Devil, both at Variance 


aſorctime, like Firvrod and d Pontius Pilate, are now 


made Friends: Are both agreed upon his Damna- 


tion, His Caſe is now heroine ſo much the more 
dangerous than it was before, as that even Publi- 
(aus and Has loud LED £0 1nto The Kingdom of 
Heaven 


. 19 5 


Heaven before him. This Kind of Religion | 
lik wiſe is fo rational, 0 agrecable to Fleſh "rd 
Blood, and the corrupted Reaſon of Mankind, that 
The Generality Gf Men are devoted to it, and this 


£11] adds to the Power of it to do Miſchic® It is 


the Religion of the Heathens, of the Turks, of the 
Papiſts, and but too too much among us, that call 


ourſelves Chriſtians; and therefore not only as 1 


ſaid before, has the Devil for it's Founder ; but by 


it, 1 fear, he deſtroys, as afore recited, as many, 


if not more Souls, than by all Sorts ok Vice and 
Wickedneſs beſides. 


What do theſe Methodiſts preach in the next 


Place? Why, Sir, that Gop foreſceing, before the 
Foundation Of. the World, the Fall of Man, that in 
Conſequence 8 8 His Divine Juſtice muſt necds 
take Cognizance and puniſh the fame. and that Hrs. 
Mercy wou'd by no M cans 1 for His Re- 
demption, with out 23 prev! U VEE adequate Sati- 
faction 1 to His Juſcice for Man' s Tranigreſſion, 
graciouſly ſent His Only begotten SON, co- ad | 
with HINMSELF +, the Briz tels of Ilis Glo 12. 


ana the expreſs "Tma 45 of Ls 1 *erſon A, God of 


God, Light of Light, very God of very God ; Of 
the fams d7:bjt ace with the FA T HER 

3 Willinely c. me F, and aſſumed Our Nature in the 
en S 77 756, by the mirdcutois voerfl Ad“ 


1 And Hz 


Se ,. 


of the | tor 1 F Tus Was ur SAv 1078 5 


6 
begotten an 4 born „not only ire tro! n Ort: Zune 8 Sith. 
but 10 (3 yin; OP 4 Ne UL 6G V Hic! 3 had 7. . i 
ſed. us Hs was our EMMANUEL FF; that is, 


4 
GoD among us, Gon Wh us, GOD JU US, Gov in 


* Mart. xi. TY John 1.14, 18, Ch. iti. 16. 1 J, 9. 


+ Heb. i. 3, & Niese 6 Heb x. Foes 
4 77 Luke 8 I }» k T7 Han 7 1. 14. Matt | 23. : 


1 | 


"ORF 


E „ 
Or made 2 and dwelling among us; that by 


from Eternal Death; Hs yrocured Everlaſting Lite 


finleſs Gop- Equal holy Life +: the very Lite 
which We in our fallen Eſtate ſhou'd, but cou'd not, 
live; and therefore muſt have inevitably and uni- 


1 verſally periſh'd. Hr ſuffer'd alſo, and died for us 


upon the Croſs; and ſhed His Divine and moſt 
| precious Blood, cach Drop of which is worth infi- 


pliſh'this Redemption, 


Jesvs is Our only Saviour, Surety, Mentor, 


come to the FarnER but by HI; Neither is 


nion, Way or Means;) For there is none other 
Name under Heaves, given among Men, whereby 
we muſt $2 ſaveg . No; He alone of GO 19 


Sanftification and RedemptionX. HE Of HINSELF 
therefore, has graciouſly done all £ for us, and is be- 
come our all in all; That according as it 1s 


written, He at glorteth, los Hits glory in the 
Lorne. 


3 


28, 19. + Job. xiy. 16. Act. iv. 12. 94 Cor. j. 30. 
AY. Cor B 3 
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ou Na ture; Gor made manifeſt i in the Fleſh *, 


Him, thus incarnate, the Nature that had {anmed © 
might make Sabisfaction. He fulfilled the Law 

in our Stead; He ſatisfied Divine Juſtice for us; 
HE reconcil d the FATHER to us; HE ranſom'd us 


for us: And all this Hr did, which HE alone cou'd, 
by living up to the Law, or which is all one, a 


nitely more than ten Thouſand | Worlds, to accom- 
Theſe Men therefore believe and 3 that this 


Redeemer, and no other Perſon or 7 bing : HE is a 
the od Way, Truth and Life; No Man can 


there Salvation in any ether (Perſon, Thing, Opi- 


made unto us, Ji en and Feige neſs, and 


* 1 Tim. nt. 16. f 1 Pet. ii. 22. Gal. iv. 45. Rom. v. 
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"And as this, and immenſely more than this, js 


the Declaration of Divine Revelation; ſo is it the 
Poctrine of our excellent Church. Above all 


Things ye muſt give moſt humble and hearty 


© Thanks to Gop the FaTnrR, the Sox, and the ij 
* HoLy GnosT, for the Redemption of the World |} 
c by the Death and Paſſion of OurSaviouk CurisT, | 
4 both Gop and Man, who did humble HIMSRLx, 


* even to the Death upon the Croſs, for us miſerable 
Sinners, who lay in Darkneſs, and the Shadow |} 
of Death, that Hr might make us the Children | 


of Gon, and exalt us to everlaſting Life *. 


Wuo made there (i. e. upon the Crots) by His 
One Oblation of HIM SHL once offer d, a full, 


perfect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation and Sa- 
tisfaction for the Sins of the Whole World +.” 
God hath fo temper'd His Juſtice and Mercy 


together, that Hz wou'd neither by His Juſtice 


condemn us into the ev erlaſting Captivity of the 


Devil, and his Priſon of Hell, remedileſs for ever | 
without Mercy; nor by His Mercy deliver us 


clearly without Juſtice, or Paymert of a juſt 
Ranſom : But with His endleſs Me rey He joyn'd 
His moſt upright and equal Juſtice. His Great 


Mercy HE ſhew'd unto us in delivering us from 


our former Captivity, without requiring of any 

Ranſom to be paid, or Amends to be made upon 
our Parts, which Thing by us had been impoſſi- 
ble to be done. And whereas (mark the Words) 
it lay not in us to do that, IIR provided a Ranſom 
for us, that was the Moſt precions Body and 
Blood of His own moſt Dear and beſt Beloved 
SON, Jrsps CHRIST, Wuo beſides this Ranſom, 


Fxhortation in the Com. Office. 
Prayer of Conlecratien in the Com, Obe. 
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F fulfilled the Law for us perfectly: 100 o the 
* Juſtice of Gop and His Mercy, did embrace to- 


* gether, and fulfilld the My ſtery of our Re- 
By demption *. 5 

The next Thing theſe Men teach in their GY 
ſtem is that, as Man in his natural Eſtate can do 
Nothing (however virtuous and holy he be) to- 
wards obtaining his Reconciliation with, and his 
Salvation of, Gp; No more can he do any Thing 
in a ſecundary Way (as we may term it) towards ob- 
taining it of Our Saviour. This, they affirm, is e- 


qually as impoſſible as the other. Mets therefore 


they think it expedient to teach Men how they 
muſt be intereſted fo in the Merits of our SaviouR's 
Life and Death, as to enjoy Remiſſion of Sins and 
eternal Lite. And this, lay they, is only by BEELIRv- 


ING. ONLY Brrirvz, This is all that is need ful, 


Nothing elſe is required; No Sort of good Works 
whatſoever | before this Faith: or with it or after it, 
in Point of Juſtification, or (which is the ſame 


Thing) Remiſſion of Sins and Peace with Gop +. 


The very Inſtant a Man believes (though he was 
never ſo old, fo odious and vile a Sinner before) in 


the Wounds: Bl ood-ſhedding and Righteouſneſs of 


CnRIsT, he is juſtificd, that! is, as I juſt now hint- 
ed, is pardon' d; is as fully and perfectly, to all 
Intents and Purpoſes, abſol ved and acquit tted from 
the Guilt, and canſequently from the Damnation 
due to all and each of his Sins, as if he had never 
fnned, originally or actually, any more, than Our 
SAVICUR JesUs CHRIST HIMSELF ; and is, that 
Nioment, as thoroughly reſtored to the Favour and 


Love of Gop, and entitled to the Glorics of Heaven, 
: Ke 


= 


© Hom, Of Salvation, iſt Parr, 
+ Acts xiii. 39, —. v. 1. 
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ReDEEMER, and had actually merited the ſame by 
his own W orks of Obedience and Righteouſneſs to 
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[ 23 } 
as if he were as perfectly Divine and Holy, as his 


the Law of Gop : And this ſurely is the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel and the Church of England. By 
© Him, (this Man, CHRIST JESUS) all that believe 

are juſtified from all Things from which ye cou'd © 
© not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes kx. We 
are juſtified freely by His Grace through the Re- 


ce 


demption, that is in JE sus CHRIST, Whom GOD 
hath ſet forth to be a Propitiation through Faith 
in IIS Blood: Therefore we conclude that a Man 


Law +. Knowing that a Man is not juſtified by 4 
© Tzsxvs CuR1sT ; even we have believed in Jes 

 CurisT, that we might be juſtified by the F aich 
**..of CuxlsT, and not by the Works of the Law; 


© Fer by the Works of the Law ſhall no Fleſh 50 
© juſtified}. Being juſtified by Faith, we have 


e 


Feace with Gop, through Our LORD JESps 
CurisT ; by Whom alto we hive Acceſs by 
Faith into this race, wherein we ſtand, and re- 
joice inthe Hope of the Glory of Gop||. Whoever 
(therefore believeth in Him ſhall not periſh, but 
have everlaſting Life &.”” The Ge, abounds 
with Paſſages, almoſt innumerable, to the fame 
Effect: And indeed no Wonder, ſince one main 
Deſign of it is to ſet forth a Sinner” D Juſt: cation 
21 Cuk ILS by FalTH ONLY. 

As expreſs and clear allo upon this momentous 


Cc 
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Point is our Church; * We are accounted righteous 


© before Gop, only. for the Merits ot Our Lok D 


* Acts xiii. 39. + Rom. iii. 24, 25, 8. = Gal, nee 
be Rom, v. „  $ Joh. ili. 15, 16, 36. 3 
3 and 


is juſtified by Faith without the Deeds of the |} 


the Works of the Law, but by the Faith f 
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and SAvIouR Tesvs CurrsT by Faith; ; and aot 


for our own Works or Beten Wherefore 
that we are juſtified by Faith only is a moſt whole- 
ſome Doctrine, and very full of Comfort, as more 
largely is expreſſed in the Homily of Juſtifica 
„„ 

This is the Ordinance of Gon, that they which 
believe in CnR1$T ſhou'd be faved, e e 4 
by Faith Only; freely receiving Remiſſion of their IL 
Sins.  Confider diligently theſe Words, Vithout $ © 
Works, by Faith only, freely we receive Remiſ= - 
fion of our Sins. What can be ſpoken more 
plainly ? than to ſay that freely, without Works, 


by Faith Only, we obtain Remi ſſion of our Sins +. 


© Becauſe all Men be Sinners and Offenders a- 
gainſt Gop, and Breakers of His Law, and Com- 
mandments s; therefore can no Man by his own _ 
Acts, Works and Deeds, {ſeem they never ſo good) 
be juſtified and made righteous before Go : But 
every Man of Neceſſity is conſtrained to ſeek. for 


another Righteouſneſs of Juſtification, to be re- 


ceived at Gop's Own Hands; that is, the For- 
glveneſs of his Sins and Treſpaſſes, i in ſuch Things, 


as he hath offended, And this Juſtification or 


Righteouſneſs, which we ſo receive of Gop's 
Mercy and CurisT's Merits embraced by Faith, 
© is taken, accepted, and allowed of Gop Gor Our 
| Perfect and full Tuſtification |.” 
The firſt 2 to Gop (800d Chriſtian Peo-: 
ple) is through Laith, whereby we be juſtified 
before Gp. 


Summing up and recapitulating what had been 


diſcourſed in the foregoing. Homilies of Salvation, 


* Article mith. + Hom, ot Salvation, 2d Part. 
+ Hom. of Salvation, it Pat. hunt ot Faith, elt Part. 


he 


t 1 : 


the Church does it thus: It hath been manifeſtly 


c 


c 


— 


rily, that ſome other thing ſhou'd be required for 
our Salvation than the Ew” And that is a true 


9 


and lively Faith in CHRIST, bringing forth (that 
18, e fromthat Time forth that we are juſti- 
fied ) goodWorks and a Life according toGod's Com- 
mandments. And alſo you have heard the Account 
4 of the Authors Minds (3.0. the Minds of St. Hilary, 
+ © - Baſil, Ambroſe, to which are added, St. Chryſoſtom, 
St, Cyprian, St. Auſtin, Proſper, Oecumenius, Pro- 


clus, Bernard, Auſeln, and many other Authors; 


Greek and Fatin) of this Saying, Faith i n Cuxisr |} 

only juſtifieth Man, ſo plainly declared, that you 
fee, that the very true Meaning of this Propoſi- 

tion or Saying, Me be juſtified by faith in Cuxisr 


A 


only (according to the Meaning of the old antient 


Authors) is this, © We put our Faith! in hriſt, 

« that we be juſtified by Him only, that we be juſti- 
© fied by God's free Mercy and the Merits of Our 
« Saviour CuRIsT only,” and by no Virtue of 


0 good Works, that is in us, or that we can be able 


35 8 


A 


of” * All the Homilies of Faith and Salvation 


(being for that Reaſon nearly the firſt in the Book 
of Homilies) aim chictly at the Eſtabliſhment of 
this one Thing. | 

From the firſt Inſtant of receiving. this Faith, the 

Methodiſts maintain, that we were born again, are 


ingrafted into Chriſt, are initiated into the State af 1 
Regeneration „of 


wh ch is all one, commence Chri- 
en of Salvation, 3d Pact, Cor” 
—_— D _ tanz, 


declared unto you, that no Man can fulfil the N 
Law of God, and therefore by the Law all Men 
are condemn” 'd; whereupon it followeth neceſſa- 


fo have, or to do, for to deſerve the ſame. ChRxisT 
Himſelf only being the Cauſe meritorious there- 


„ 
ſtians. Whbaſderor therefore have this Faith, and 
hold faſt the Profeſſion of it without wavering, * 


fhall receive the End of (this) their Faith, even 


the Salvation of their Souls . 


But ſeeing many People are apt to lay Hold of 

this Aﬀertion, and profeſs they believe, therefore 
perſuade themſelves, that they ſhall be ſaved ; when 
the moſt they mean, is but an hiſtorical Faith, or 


Notion of the Truth: True Faith being a Reality, 


and not a Fancy or bare Aſſent or Conſent to the 


Truth: Therefore theſe Met hodliſt- Preachers ex- 


preſly aſſert, in order to prevent ſuch a dangerous 


Error, as well as to ſhew aright what this Faith is, 
That a Man may indeed believe what has been fad; 
and all that is in the Goſpel beſides, and yet; periſh 


for ever. This Faith may differ nothing Rom that 
, Devils, who have Faith 4, and acknowledge 
Jews 79 be the Sox of God, || and the only SAvI- 


oB of Mankind, and that we are juſtified by Faith, 


ctthe very Thing which they mortally hate, and have 
always labour' d, and that too but too often with 


ereat Succeſs to deſtroy) knowing immenſely more 
of the Miſtery of our Redemption than we do, and 


yet, as one of our Homilies faith, © Do Nothing 


& 


well but all evil: & And as another, * are but 


© Devils ſtil” Wicked Men alſo have the like 
| Faith, and yet remain wicked ſtill ; Tho' therefore 
| both wicked Men and Devils may believe we ar 
 Juſtified by Faith only; yet this, the Methodiſts 
teach, is not the Faith, whereby we are Juſti- 


fea. 


And here let me add ; that a8 great a Stir as 


you make about the Uſefulneſs and N ecellity of 


* Heh X. 28. + I Pet. i. 9 9. + Im. ii. 19. 
| || Lake i,. 41. 5 Hom. of: Fay, * Part, | | 


humans - 


1 


humane Learning in a Chriſtian Divine (Page 9, 


11, 14, 21.) it 1s not able to help us to a better 


Faith than this. This it can do; Nor ſhall I re- 


fufe to own that ſuch a Faith is uſeful and neceſ- 


lary „as far as it reaches; But ſtill, while alone, it 


is but a Faith in Cominot with wicked Men and 


Devils. Such Preachers, as lean upon their Learn- 
ing, are generally obſerved to hold forth this Faith 
only, knitting thereto an holy Life, and are like- 
wiſe as commonly obſerved to make them conjunc= |} 
tively the Cauſe or Condition of Juſtification, Now | 
all this is no more than downright, plain, humane 
: Morality, {the Doctrine of Devils, as aforeſaid) 
more becoming the Roſtrum of a Heathen Philoſo- 


pher, than the Fulpit of a Miniſter of CHRIST. 


Tho' many of our Clergy ; and thoſe pernaps ſome 
of the ableſt Schoolmen, reach not even thus far, 
The Lord in Mercy mend them, or end them, for 
' Curi1sT Jnsvs, and His Church's Sake; and that 


no more blind Leaders, and blindly led, fall, as it is 


to be feared Multitudes have, into the Pit, even the 
Bottomleſs Pit of eternal Fire and Brimſtons. 


Concerning the true Faith, wher eby we are e juſti= | 


fied and accounted Righteous before God, theſe 
Men preach, that it is the Gift of Gob, that no 
Man can have it by Nature, or by Learning, but is 
utterly void of it, till the HoLy GuosT give it 
him. And for this they have the clear T eſtimony 
of the Goſpel*6F our Church. By Grace ye are 


ſived through Faith, and that not of yourſelves, it 
is the Gift of Gon * And we may truly ſay of 


this Faith, as our Lord replicd to Peter, when he 
_ anſwered to His Queſtion, 404077, ſay ye, that U 5 


am? Thou art CURIST tho Son of the bt. 
= Epix it. 8. 
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[3] 
Gop ; Fleſh and Blood, ſays Our Sayious, (that 


IS; all humane Wiſdom and Learning) bath not re- 


vealed it unto thee; But My FATHER which is 
in Heaven *. No Man can ſay, (that is, Believe, 


therefore, ſay, according to that Expreſſion of or. 


Paul As it is written, (wiz. Pſ. cxvi. 10.) © 1 


believed, therefore have I ſpoken ; We alſo be- 


lieve, and therefore we f. al ＋ that Jeſus 1 is the 
« Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt +, 1 


And our Church thus, © Three Things 90 toge⸗ 5 
ther in Juſtification on Gop's Part, His great Mer- 
cy and Grace; on CHRIST'sU part, Juſtice, that is 
the Satisfaction of God's Juſtice; or the Price of 

our Redemption by the Offering of His Body, 


* and ſhedding of His Bloc-], with fulfilling of the 


Law perfectly and thoroughly : And upon our 
Part, true and lively Faith in the Merits of * 
sus CHRIST, which (mark the next Words 9. 

is not Our's, but by Gop's working in us 

And as this Faith is the Gift of God ; ſo is it a 


- Faith of Application : A Faith, whereby the Sa- 
_viouR's Merits, His Wounds, Blood and Righte- 
_ ouſnels are merely imputed, but the Virtue thereof 
really: applied to the Heart of every ſuch Believer : 
 Whereby it comes to paſs, by the {ſpecial Grace of 
_ God, that ſuch: have a full Aſſurance of the Re- 
1jjion of their Sis, or Juſtification, Union with 
Our Saviour, Souſbip of God, and a well-ground- 
ed, comfortable Hope of Eternal Glory, All this 
they experience and fect in the Heart, not daring 


{as counting it the moſt ſhameful Enthuſiaſm, and 
the groſfeſt Preſumption) to call themſelves Chri- 


lian, before they FS teel theſe Things z# t heim. 


| * Matt. xvi. 175 16, 17. Cor. iy, . 1 1 cor Xit. 3 FL 
8 Hom, of Salration, 10 8 | | 


2 aa; Bus 
8 | | * 
Tae 


and Reconciliation) with God through our Lonn 


cc 


* tion, whereby we cry, Abba Farber S: Whoſe ' 


(e 


1 bange en you for His Name's s Sake 14. 


AS 


1-29 3 


But fo ſoon as they feel this, then they are ſure, L 


c 


cc. 


cc 


cc 


ce 


„ 


cc 


ce 
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5 * 


but not before this, that they are Chriſtians. » 


For this they are ſatisfied that they have the 


Goſpel and our Church on their Side. © Being 
Cc 


juſtified by Faith, ſays St, Paul, We have 
({peaking in the PrefealTenſe) Peace (z. e. Pardon 


Jzzus CHRIST: By Whom we allo have Acces 
by Faith into this Grace, wherein we ſtand, and 
rejoice in the Hope of the Glory of Gop#. 
There is no Condemnation (no Guilt, or Fear for 


Sin, All is gone) to them, which are in Chriſt 
Jeſus +. In Whom we have Redemption thro' 

e Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sins according to 
"$3 
q 
0 


the Riches of His Grace J. The Spirit Itſelf 


beareth Witneſs with our Birte that we are | 


the Childien of Gop ||. Even the Spirit of Adop- 
+ emple our Body as well as Soul is *. Know 
vou not your own-ſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt 
is in you, except ye be Reprobates ++. I write 
to you, little Children, becauſe Your Sins are 


And thus our Church: The rigbt and true 


Chriſtian Faith is not only to belicve all the Ho- 
17 Scriptures, &c. to be true; but alſo to have 
a ſure Trujt and Confidence in Cob'g me; rei ful 
 Premiſcs to be ſaved from everlaſting Damnation 
by Chriſt. How can a Man (ſuppoſing this 
Truth) have this true Faith, Zis fur? Truſt and 
Confidence in Gop, that by the Merits of Chriſt 
His $4725 be for $5 ven, and He reconciled to ihe 


55 3 v. 2. Rem. vi. 1. + Epbheſ. i. 7. . Rom. viii. 16, 
Rom, vili. I5. | 


I 1 Jobs bu, 12. 
r 


x Cor. vi. 29, 2 Cor. Kii. 5. 


F our 


OW A. 


a & 
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* 


Week, 3d part. +} Hom, of Faith, zu part. 


„„ „„ 
Tavour of God, and to be Partaker of the 
Kingdom of Heaven by Chriſt, when he liveth 
ungodly, and denieth Chriſt in his Deeds?” & 


0% 


If after Contrition we feel our Conſciences at 
Peace with God, through Remiſſion of Sins, and 


ſo be reconciled again to His Favour +. If you 


* 


„„ Poſſeſs'd 
* Hom. ot Salvation, 30 part. 1 75 f Hom, for Regation 


———— — 


4. This truly ( Goſpel Doctrine of Faith of Aſſurance, de- 
nied, indeed, by the Generality, even ot ſerious Profeſſors, 


tho' clearly, either expreſsly, or implicitely taught in aimoſt 


EVcry Page of the Mew Teſtament, as allo in the Palms and 4 
Prophets, the Miracles of our Saviour ate, as | think, intended 
to typify. In many of them there is a lively Repretentation, 
not only of his Truth, but of the whole Work of Conbefſion 
or Regeneration. Our Lord, I am perſuaded, think other Men 


as they pleaſe, did not only intend the Miraculous Cures, bat 


Hie wrought upon Men's Bodies, merely for the Credenrrals of 
His Meſſiaſbip, but, to be lively Emblems alſo of the Cures He 
works upon our Souls. So that what we find in the One, the 
like correſpording therewith, we ſhall diſcover jo the Orher. 
I fhall only inflance in two Miracles; that of the Women with 


the Bloody Flux, (Mar. 51 Ch.) and of the Man ſick of the 


in Palſy (Ch, 2.) defigning to take little more Notice of them, 
than what concerns my preſent Purpoſe, : i 


The Woman heving ſpent all rhar fre had to ger her Foun- 
rain ſlopt, and was Nothing bettered, but rather grew worſe, 


ver. 26, A lively Repreſentation this, of an Aweken'd Sinwer's_ 
uſing all Self-Endeavours to obtain Pardon of his Sins, end cer- 
val Life of God) when ſhe had heard cf Jeſus; (a laſt Shift) ſo 


Sinners or Self rigbteous Men never come to Jeſus, neither will 
they hear of it, till they are happily brought to ſee, that all 
their other Means and Attempts are inf: tual) came behind 


Him in the Pre, ſaying, (within berielt) if 1 may but rouch- 
Hrs Cloaths, (I have Faith to believe) 1 ſpall be made wrhole ; 
(So Sinners, convinced that all their Righreovſnets will not 
lccute them fiom eternal Death, hearing of 7%, and convin- 
ced, that Nothing, but 7e/us only can perdon and fave them, 
by Faith come aud touch Him) and having touch'd His Gar- 


ment, 


feel and perceive ſuch a Faith in you, rejoice 


Poſſeſs'd through Grace of this Faith, and by ii 


of the Bleſſings aforeſaid, theſe Methodiſts main- 


tain, that we receive the HoLy Ghost, and Hr 
dwells in us, as really, as HE does in CHRIST 


JEsvs. They maintain, that He enlightens our 
Underſtandings; teaches us the Will of Gop, and }F 
all Divine Truths; regulates our Will; purges a» | 


"OP: 


ment, fliraightway [that very Moment] the Fountain of Her 
Blood was dried up | that very Inſtant a Sinner comes by Faith 
and touches Ze/us, he is pardon'd ; Juſtification being an In- 
ftantaneous Work] And foe felt in her Body, | mark the next 
Words] that ſhe was heal'd of her Plague. She was ſenſible 


of a perfect Cure. Sinners in like Manner, touching Ze/as by 


Faith, [Who is the truc Phyſician of the Soul alſo] clearly ex 
pericnce the Healing of their Souls, the Pardon of their Sings. 4 
din being the Soul's Bloody Iſſue. What is true in one Caſe, 


equally and every Way ſo in the other. 


lun like Mahner; The Paralytick, was fo helplefs, as to be 
born on a Bed by Four, ſan Argument of his cxceeding Weak- 
_ neſs] and not only fo, but ſenſible of his incurable Condition, 
and confident that Ze/us alone, and no Other cou'd, and wou'd, 

care him, was reſolved at all Hazards, as appears from the Cir- 
comſtances of the Stoty, to be ſet before Him; [another plain 
ladication of a convinced Sinner's Faith, that he mult either 
come to Zeſus alone for Mercy and Forgiveneſs, or periſh for 

* ever.) Jeſus, ſeeing their Faith [O, what a powerful Thing is 
Faith | /ays, Son, J hy Sins be forgiven thee, ver. 5. And then, 


ariſe, and take up thy Bed and go thy Way imo rhy Houſe, 
ver. 11. Upon which Words, He immediately areſe, too up 
the Bed, and went forth before them all, ver. 12. His Cure 


was inſtavtaneous and ſenfible, He immediately aroje, who | 
cou'd {carcely, it is probable, flir Hand or Foot before; and as 
a further Proof of it, bore back the Bed to his Houſe, which had 


born him to Chriſt, Moreover, He had bis Sins forgiven hin 
in exprets Words: He had therefore the fulleſt Aſlurance of his 
Cure and Pardon, As certain, ſudden, and fpiritually ſenſible, 
is the Remiſſion of Sins, the Cure of the Sin- ſick Souls, who 


come by Faith, as this Man did to Feſaus. f 


I know '*tis as great a Paradox, and counted as groſs Blaf- 


-phemy, by the Lerrer-learn'd Wiſemen of this Day, to bear 
Men afficm, that they know their Sins are forgiven by that ſame 


— 


N . 2 6 + . } | Ont . 
” Hay dur Corruptions; purifies and enflames our 
Affections; impowers us to reſiſt and overcome all 


Temptations of the World, Fleſh, or Devil, and 
__ Enables us to live without Sin. All which is a real, 
Inherent Work, and call'd Sanctification. All this 
we continue, ſay they, grow up and perſevere in to 
the End, until Mortality is ſwallowed up of Life. 
. 5 „„ 


i Feſus, Who, they ought to conſider, hath Rift power bn Earth 


to forgive Sins, Ver, 10. as it was to the Scribes in Our Savt- 
eures Days to hear Him, Viva Voce, to pronounce the ſame 


then. But where is the Abſurdity or Unreaſonablenels of it? 


Tis not only equally as eaſy a Matter with Our Saviour to par- 
don our Souls, as 10 heal our Bodies, ver. 9. Or as poſtible 


\\ | 


with Him, to manifeſt the one, as the other to us: But, me- 


thinks, the former js of infinitely greater Conſequence to be 


| known than the latter; and that for the following moſt impor- 


tant Reatons : tit. Becauſe tis impoſſible tor a Man to kn.] 
Himſelf to be a Chriſtian, till he is afſured, that his Sins are 
torgiven him, ſ Forgiveneſs of Sins, being but another Name 

for a Chritlian, ] and adly, Becauſe upon this Knowledge of Re- 


miſſion indiſpeuſably depends the Love of God, Praiſe of God, 


and the Obedience and Worſhip of God. This allo we may 


clearly learn from the Miracles 6f Our Lord, and particularly | 


from this of the Paralytick: When he was cared, He aroſe, 


up that whereon he lay and departed, glorifying God, Luke v. 


25. This Glory that he gave to God, was out of a clear Senſe 


that he had of this Mercy: The Want of this Senſe, which to 
kim wou'd have been the very ſame as no Cure at all, wou'd 


| have prevented all Praiſe of God. The Man was not only cured, 
but æ neo he was cured ; andtherefore jt was not only that Mercy, 


but the Knowledge of that Mercy, that cauſed him to glority 
God. In like Manner, "tis not Remifion of Sins, but the KCnow- 


ledge of this Remiſſion, that not only diſcovers us to be Chri- 
ſtians, but Cavles us to love, and praiſe, and ſerve our Lord Jeſus. 


80 far ought we therefore to be from oppoling this moſt neceſ- 


fary, gracious, and Soul ſolaciog Goſpel-Truth, that we ought 
by all Means to eſteem it our chictelt Wiſdom, Care, Comfort, 


and Happineſs on this Side Eternity, with all Speed to ſecure 
_ Qurſelves of this Witneſs, 20hich, lays Sr. John, He that be- 


| lieveth on the Son of God hath in binſelf, 1 Epilt, Cb. v. 11 


-*” wot. „ * * 
3 ata PII A eee I 
G. a 
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All this the Goſpel and our Church teacti aide 
Now we have received, not the Spirit of the 


World, but the Spikir, which is of Gop 4 (To 


what End ?) that we might know the Things; 


"Witt are freely given of op. A If ahy Man 
have not the SPIRIT of Cinis in him, he is 
none of His. B. Know ye not _ your Bodies. 
are the Members of CHRIST, and the Temple of 
the Ho. ROS, W hich is in you, which ye have 
of God. c. "God who commanded the Light to 

; ſhine out of Darkness, hath ſhined in our Hearts io 

to give e the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory 


of Gop: D. The SPIRLD of Truth, which will 


guide you into all Truth. f. If ye through the | 
Spixir do many the Deeds of the Body, 58 
ſhall live. f. But ye are waſl'd, but ye are 
ſanctified; in the Name of Our Lord Jz5vs; 
and by the SPIRIT of Goh. G. There hath no 
: Temptation taken you but ſuch as is common to 
Mans but God is faithful, Who will not ſuffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are able; hut 
will with the T 'emptation alſo make a Way 
to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it. l. Gf 
His Fulneſs have all we received, and Grace for 
Grate. J. I can do all hg through CurisT; 


which ſtrengtheneth f 1e. Every Man that 


hath this Hope i in Him, 'purifieth Hunfelt, even 


48 He ! 18 pure. @ 40 


In like Manner bs our. church 7 0 what 
6 Confort is this to the Heart of a true Chriſtian 


2 

Fs Dr 

x * Dp 
— 

2 2 

| - 


* to think that the Hor r Guos q dwellcth within A 


A. 1 Cor. ii. 12. B. Rom. viii 9. C. 1 ce, vi. 15, 19, 
D. 2 Cor. iv. 6. . Jah. xvi. 43. P. Rom. vi. 1.5; 
a. 1 Cor. vi. 11. H. 1 Cor. x. 13, J Joh. 1. 16. 
X. Phil, iv. 14-431 30 35. 
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1.96 1 
you. Such is the Power of the Hor v Gnosr to 
regenerate Men, and as it were to bring then! 
forth anew, ſo that they ſhall be nothing like the 
Men that they were before. Neither doth Hz 


think it ſufficient inwardly to work the Spiritual 
or New Birth of Man, unleſs he do alſo dwell 
and abide in them. * The HoLy GnosT doth 
always declare Himſelf by His fruitful and gra 

cious Gifts, namely, By the Word of Wiſdom, 

by the Word of Knowledge, which is the Unders 
| © ftanding the Scriptures by Faith,” + And in our 
| Liturgy is much more to the ſame Purpoſe, © Grant 


c 


us by the ſame Spirit to have a right Judgment 


in all Thing and evermore to rejoice in His Holy 
« Comfort? O Gov, foraſmuch as without Thee, 
we are not able to pleaſe Thee ; mercifully grant 
that Thy HoLy SPIRIT may in all Things direct 
and rule our Hearts. || Cleanſe the Thoughts of - 
our Hearts by the Inſpiration of Thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love Thee, and worthily 
© magnity thy holy Name. Let us beſeech Him to 
grant us His Holy Spirit, that thoſe Things may 

pleaſe Him, which we do at this preſent, and 
« that the reſt of our Lite may be pure and holy, * 
From this other Part of theſe Men's Doctrine 


concerning Paith, Sc. they allow the following | 
2 


. That true Chriſtian Faith, properly ſo cal led, 


is 1 to be obtain'd by any humane Means; But the 
mere Gift of Gop, and an Operation of the HoLY 
GHosT in our Hearts, 


* Hom. 5 \Whitſunda: y, 1ſt pur + Ibid. 
4+ Coll. for Whictunday, | Gl. for 19th Sunday alte 


Tuait). Coll. ia Com. Service. * Ablolutioh, 


* 
3 % 


yy 
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fs 1 
2415 That by this Faith only we are juſtified | 


or pardon'd all our Sins, born again, or regenera- 
ted, united to CuhRIS'r, made thereby the Sons of ||} 
Go, and Heirs of Fternal Life, 1 
341ly, That this Faith is the Root in Conſequence, 1 
from whence true Sanctification of Life proceeds. | 
: at bly, That no Man, how religioufly ſoever he 1 
might live before, Knows what a Chriſtian Life is, 
till he has received this F. aith, and thereby knows 1 
and feels that his Sins are forgiven him. e 
thy, That as by this Faith a Man receives and 
experiences the Remiſſion of his Sins, and can ſafe- 
Ivy, for the firſt Time, call himſelf a Chriſtian; fo } 
he then begins to diſcover in Reality, what he but 
| erroneouſly. imagined himſelf to know before, name- | 
135 „the exceeding great Love of Gop the FATHER 
ards us throuch CHRIST Jrsus, Our SAvlouk, 
5 got that from hence alſo ariſes that one only, true, 
reciprocal, ſuperlative Love of us to Gop again, 
which neceſſarily begets in us a Lile of univerſal, in- 
ward and outward, Holir cls, Dy 
And 6thiy and laftly, That though in Charity 
we ought to hope from a Man's outwardly virtuous | 
Converſation, that his State e may be truly Chriſtian 
Or another Man upon the ſame Appearance of Be- A 
haviour may hope the {ame of us; yet an Aﬀicmu- 


tive Anſwer to this blunt, but plain, Queſtion, is 


nevertheleſs needſul. Do you know your Sins are 
forgiven you? Have you Feace with Gop throus h 
Our LoRD Tzsus CHRIST Have you no Condem- 
nation, as being in CHRIST Irsvs ? Know you, 
a Jrsus Cunlsr is in you ? Theſe are in a Man- 
ner eeriptural Queries.“ And the Apoſtle's Injunc- 
tion ls, that we 19 "A ready always to give an 


* Prov, xvyv1. 1. 


Anſwer 


4.39 1 
Anſwer to every one that aſketh us a Reaſon of the 
Hope, that is in us, with Meekneſs and Fear *. 
Such a poſſitive Reply alone can confirm his Opi- 
nion of us: For all our outward Sanctity can be 
no Certainty to another Man, that we are real 
Chriſtians : : So far from that, that We arc therewith 
but too often deceived ourſelves. 
Theſe, Sir, are the Doctrines, which tho Me- 
thodifts 1 in general maintain and preach, which, you 
are maliciouſly pleaſed to call a Syſtem of wncom- 

n Notions. How uncommon they are (a T N 
8 ule, I ſuppoſe, for unſouud or cor rept) and 
whether introduced by Ignorance and Superſtition, 
or not, I ſubmit to the Judgment of every true 

Chriſtian and Ghurch-man. II they are uncom- 
mon, (as you ſay of late) 'tis not, becauſe they 
are contrary to the Truth of the Goſpel, or the 
Principles of our Church, but becauſe Jou, and the 
_ Generality of our Clerg y hive ſor theſe many Years, 
 Ailuſee, Or apoſtatized {rom them. 

There arc ſome other Things, which the M 8 
diſts hold, and may occa fonally preach, and which 
| cannot but a acquaint you with. They are chiefly 

the Manner, in which, or Means whereby the 
{| Horv Guosr begins the Work of Converſion or 

1 Regeneration | in our Hearts. 

He firſt prepares the Heart by Conviction of Sir, 
or which is the fame Thing, by 4tepentance. in 
loin this He works indifferent]; y upon the. Hearts 
be k 7 irtuous and the Vicicng. I ſay, of the 
rt 2985 and the Firiaug. For the former, as far , 
The 4 ma Y be from believing it, I haye already 8) 
wi, Rand in equal, if not in much greater, Need * 
tere 325 Reaſon they ftand in far greater 
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Self-Love, a good Opinion of their own Virtues, and 


that miſtaken Notion of doing well, and then Gor 
will forgive their Sins and fave their Sculs fatal 
ly blind, and harden their Hearts: Therefore this 


is the common Cry of ſuch ; * Say theſe Praters 
what they pleaſe, I'ma Arialy religious and vir- 
tuous Man; CarisT faid to the Lawyer, Do this 

* and live: Therefore if I hold on, as I do, I 
ſhall never periſh, | ſhall certainly go to Heaven. 
My Reaſon tells me ſo, Our Parſon likewiſe | 
preaches ſo. And arc theſe Eabblers like to know 
better? By this Mcans among others it comes 


to paſs that few of. theſe will hear the Goſpel, and 
fewer ſtill become Chriſtians, that is, embrace the 
aàAfore! aid? 1 rue og k Faith; N They are whole, | 
aud nced no Phyſician . T hey think themſelves | 


the Children of "the Kinsdom already, and have 
no Fears of being caſt nt 7, They are right Lis 
diceans; are rich aud increaſed 2 80 Goods, and 


Ha de Ne ed of Nothing ; and know not that they are 
wretched and miſeravle, aud ; pour, and blind, and 


2aked i|. 


But the other Sort, the Vicious and Wicked are 


more eatily wrought upon and convinced ; The 


Reaton is obvious: The EY hear the Law preached, 
As It thou Ke be for their Curſe and Condemnation. 


By this Means they are brought to ſee, as the Apo- 
ſtle expreſſes it, the exceeding Sinfulneſs of their 


Sins d; and to feel the deadly Weight of its Guilt 


upon 1 Conſcicnęcs, and the W rath of Gop con- 
ſequent thereupon, A Condition this, which few, 
but ſuch, are ever brought to experience. And 


W hy? Becauſe, which is w ell for them, they have 


* Lak. X. 2 F Matt. 1 I%, 12. Lok. V. 31. 
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no Holineſs of their own, like the others, no ſup- 
poſed Virtues, nor good Habits to boaſt of and 
blind them with: They have no imaginary Helm, 
as aforeſaid, to run under, no Fig-Leave-Aprons 
to hide their Nakedneſs from the Eye of Gon. 
Hence it is that Multitudes of ſuch among us, hear- 


ing the Goſpel preach'd alſo, are by the Power of 


the HoLy Gos r prevailed with to embrace the 
Overtures of Grace, Mercy, Pardon and Salvation 
thro' CHRIST Jesus only to their wounded Con- 
ſciences, and are converted. And that this is no new 


I or ſtrange Obſervation, is evident from our Dear 


” Saviour's Aﬀertion : Publicaus and Harlots ge 


into the Kingdom of Gor before you : * Theſe 
Words Hr ſpoke to the Selt- rig hteous Chief Prieſts 
and Elders of the People. 


Another Thing theſe Men take Notice of, and 1 


think it concerns all People to do the ſame, is, that 
the HoLy GHOST begins with us in our Infancy to 


draw us by His convictive Influences towards Con- 


verſion. This I can bear Witneſs to, and am per- 
| ſuaded, that if any Man will but carefully recollect 
3 himſelf, he can date, as far back as his Infancy, 


the Remembrance of many ſharp Rebuhes and Up- 


braidings, Checks and Terrors of Conſcience, tor 


having done amiſs, He can very well remember 


| ſeveral awful and Heart- affecting Thoughts about 
u Gop, and judgment, Death and Eternity, &o. 
in thoſe tender Years : Which, whatever Men may 
talk about Natural Conſcience. 1 am of the ſame 


Sentiments about this Matter with the Methodiſts, 
that theſe Repartecs and Reflections, are (for what 
can we ſuggeſt to ourſelves, who are by, Nature 


K. gead, dead 1 in Treſpaſſes and Sins,) nothing elſe but 


| * Matt, Xx. 31. + Ver. s 25. 3 


the Hol. v SPIRIT. So that, here I may add, for 
this Reaſon, amongſt others, it is, that if we periſh | 

at laſt, we are left without Excuſe. God will be 
clear of our Blood, and at the laſt Day, as David 


int 


the Suggeſtions and Drawings, or + Convitions of I 


ſays, He will he juſtified, when He ſpeaketh, and 


clear, when He judgeth. 


Thoſe, tis very remarkable, that are effectually 
convinced and converted in this our Goſpel-Day, 
are moſtly Perſons of all Ages from fifteen to fifty ' 


Years of Age; few younger, and but few older: | 
Some perhaps at //xty, but very rarely; and the 
more ſo, the more they excced this Age. Such, 
according to the old Proverb, As they have lived 5 


* their Lives, generally take their End.” 


And as the HoLy Gos effects the Preparation AF 
| of the Heart at different Ages, ſo by different 
Means: By Dreams, Misfortunes, Loſſes, Death of 


Friends or Children, Converfing with Spiritual a 


ple, and frequently by Fits of the Mother to Wo- 1 
men in Child-Bed, &c. But theſe, with almoſt 
innumerable other Means, may be called Irregular, 


And, it is obſervable that the Hoy GrosT gene- 
rally uſes them in ſuch Caſes and Places, where 


People have not the Opportunity of hearing the 
Ooſpel: Otherwiſe His common Method of con- 


vincing Sinners, or preparing their Hearts for re- 
ceiving the Goſpel, is by preaching it. And this 


again two Ways, Either by preaching the Law in 3 
its right Manner, for their Terror, Curſe, and Con- f 


demnation, as ſeems to have been John Baptiſt's 
Method; or the Life, Death and Sufferings of * 


. sus Cnklisr, as he directed St. Peter and St. Paul. 4 


* Pfal. li. 4. + Matt. iii. 9, 8, 9,10, Luk. ili. + 
+. i 11. 22 ab Chap. 15th, Is Rs 
In 


he * 'D * 
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In the next Place this Conviction, or Preparatioit 


of a Sinner's Heart to believe favingly 3 in Jꝝsus, is 


obſerved to be effected in ſome in a ſhorter, in 
others in a longer, Time: But in all it may be 
look'd upon to be fo, when the Conſcience is 10 


loaden with the Guiit of Sin, and a clear Scnſe of 


the Inſufficiency and Vanity of its own Goodneſs, 
as to doubt, whether Gop will pardon, or not. 


Such are often brought to think, that their Day of 
Grace is paſt, that 'tis thetefore too late to look for 
Mercy, and their Eternal Damnation is ine vita able. 

Some, indeed, are more gently dealt with in this 
Caſe than . : But all, that are converted, are 
brought, at leaſt, to ſee this firſt with deep Com- 
punction of Spirit that there is no Way, but pe- 

riſhing, der their Lives were before, whether 
good or bad, if the Lord in Mercy ſpare and 


lave not. 


Here it is, and in ſuch Convicts only, that Faith 
tnakes its firſt Appearance. Mhoever pretends to 


believe, that hath never experienced this Convic- 


tion, it is to be very much feared, knows not 


whereof he ſpeaketh, and whereof he affirmeth. 


His Faith, it is more than morally probable, is falſe 
and vain: But the Faith of a true Convict or Pe- 
nitent appears three Ways; 1/, In that CHRIS TC 

can; z2aly, That CRI Tf will ; and, laſtly, That 

CrrsT hath forgiven Him. Theſe are the Steps, 


if L may fo ſpeak, whereby this Faith advances to- 
wards the SAVIOUR. | 


Ini the firſt Caſe, The Penitent's earneſt and con- 
ſtant Prayers are, that CuR Is will forgive him, and 


that the FaTate will be reconciled to him through 
the Son's Merits. But ſuch Prayer, being attended 


with a erp Senſe of Guilt and e is ge- 
1 | — — 3 nerally 


nerally full of Diffidence, not ir the Ability, for this 
is ſeldom, if ever, diſtruſted, but in the Willing= 
neſs of Our SAvIouR to pardon him; His Cry 
is continually like that of the Leper; Loxp, if 
thou wilt, thou can'ſt make me clean *® 
In the 2d Step, Having received a little more 
Strength of Faith, his Prayer in Courſe is bolder. 
He can lay hold by it of ſuch a Promiſe, as this, 
Com unto Me all Je that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give Jou Reſt T. Getting thus 
much Encouragement, his Supplication reſembles 
that of the Pſalmiſt, O ſatisſy me with thy Mercy, 
c 35 es 
In the laſt, His Faith advances to a full Aſſurance 
of Mercy: By it he inſtantaneouſly feels his Guilt 
removed, and all his Fear of Wrath and Damna= 
tion vaniſn. His Soul enjoys a perfect and com- 
fortable Peace and Reſt. This is the bleſſed In- 


ſtant of what we call the Remiſſion of Sins, and the 


Manifeſtation of it in the Heart: And always fols } 
lows that Confidence that CHRIST will forgive. 
Now is the happy Hour, in which the Kingdom of 
God, which, Our Saviour ſays, is within you ||, 
becomes, in St. Paul's Words, Righteonſneſs (the 
Righteouſneſs of CurisT applied, or which is the 
lame Thing, Remiſſion of Sins revealed in the Heart) 
and (mark the next Words) Peace and Joy in the 
Holy GhoſtS ; Peace, that is to ſay, Pardon ex- 
Werienced, and therefore producing Peace, and Foy 
in the Holy Ghoſt, or excited in us by this Divine 
PARACLETE, out of an inward Apprehenſion and 
Experience of Peace alreadv received, and 'of the | 
_ ineſtimable Bleſſings that follow it, With the 
* Matt. viii. 22 + Matt, xi. 28. f Pfal. xc. 14. 1 
I Luk. xvii. 21. Rom. xiv. 17. \ 17" 1 
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Pſalmiſt i in the latter Part of the Verſe lately quo- 
ted, the happy Soul proclaims, I will rejoice and 


be glad all the Days of my Life x. 


This laſt Particular is an inflantancous Work of 


: the Holy Ghoſt. Now is the happy Inſtant of our 
| New Birth, which Our Lord ſhew'd Nicoaemus 


the Nature and Neceflity of T. The Toftant in 


which we commence Chriſtians, - or, at leaſt have 


our firſt Aſſurance that we are ſo: And, are not 


only as our excellent Church Catechiſm teaches ; 
Members of CHRIST, Children of Gop, and Ta 


© heritors of the Kingdom of Heaven; but can 


aſſuredly affirm and heartily thank Our Heaven- 

_ © /y FarRHER (for fo now we have the Confidence 
and Comfort, Which we never had before, to call 
Hin) that He hath called us to this State of dal 

dation through Jeſus Chriſt Our Saviour 4. 


Having endeavour'd to give you an Account of 


the Syſtem of Doctrines which the Methodiſts 
maintain and preach, and annexcd theſe further Ob- 


ſervations upon the Manner in which the HoLy 


Sp1RIT begins and carries on the Work of Conver- 
ſion, as an Appendage thereto, I wou'd aſk, any 
One, whether they are not agreeable to the Holy 
Scriptures, and the Homilies, Articles, Sc, Sc. of our 
own Church? If Ignorance and Superſtition there- 
Fore have introduced them, then the Apoſtles and 
Penmen of the ſacred Books, the Reformers alſo and 
Compilers of our Liturgy, Wc. were ignorant a | 
ſuperſtitious Men. 


We cou'd ſcarce believe, OW ſay) any ſuch 
* Thing poſſible within the Limits of Chriſtianity: 
Had the Old Men of your Pariſh utter'd theſe 


Words, I thou'd not have wondered : For how 


PI. x6. 14. + Joh, 3d Chap. 4 Church Catechiſm. | 


A 


8 
many of them may have gone to Church, perhaps, 
40, 50, or 60 Years, and have never heard the Ho- 


milies or 39 Artieles read in all that Time. But 
for you, or any Clergy man in the Kingdom to ſpeak 
thus, is a burning Shame. And, indeed, if we may 


ſpeak, as the Truth 1s, that very Rationality, you 
ſpeak of, in Religion, tho in its Place worthy to be 


reverenced ; yet by being but too much reverenced 


of late Years has. been one probable Occaſion, why 


the Reading of them has been ſo long out of Fa- 
ſhion; from which, as one Cauſe among others ; 
proceeds that preſent moſt de OY of true 


Religion amongſt us. 


What ſay you, in the next Paragraph, Shall any 
Member of the Reformed Church, become ſo 
thougghtleſs, ſo averſe to Decency and common 


3 


OR 


Behaviour, as to enter into the Liſt of a weak il- 


A * 


* 


ſtitution of our particular Church.“ How weak 


and illiterate theſe Men may be is nothing at all to 
the Queſtion ; But how much, or rather how little 


literate Crowd, unacquainted with the General 
Tendency of all Religion, Strangers to the Con- 


- * 
* — u 
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they are Strangers to the Conſtitution of our pore > 


ticular Church is already thewn. I wiſh, poo 
Man, you knew as much of it, This pitiful Strain 


of Admiration. and that of the next Paragraph, it 


_ ſhall ſuffice to obſerve, ſerve rather to expoſe your 
Ignorance than theirs, in the Enoglplcs of our Re- 
ligion. 

In your Margin (Page 11th) you affirm that the 
Act of Toleration was chiefly calculated for the 

further Improvement of Trade.” I have never 


ſeen.the Act, but am very well inform'd that there 


is no ſuch Reaſon intimated either in the Body of 
SD that Act, or its Preamble : and that the true Bet 


* 5 
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ſon, was, which is much more probable, the Relief 
and Benefit of. ſcrupulous Conſciences. The Me- 
thodiſts therefore, for ought that you have ſaid, 
may ſurely claim the Benefit of this Act, as well as 
others, if they pleaſe, And, I hope, when and 
where they do, they will put it to good Uſe, and 


evidence to all the World, the Wiſdom and Goods 


neſs of Gop in putting it into the Hearts of the 
| Legiſlature to preicr it. 


(Page 12) You proceed, * It we take a Survey 


-.3.0f ” different Conſtitutions and Eſtabliſuments 


* of Life, we ſhall find, that Order and Regularity 
Zh. neceſſary to their eſſential Preſervation, Sc.“ 
This is granted in your Introduction: And, Gor 


| forbid, that this ſhou'd be denied or interrupted | in 
the Occonomy of the Church. But how does it 

appear that the Met hodiſts even, fo much, as at- 
[| tempt any ſuch Thing, or that their Principles or 


Practices have in any wiſe any ſuch Tendency ? 
their Teachers intermeddle not in the Adminiftration 
of the Sacraments ; they neither diſturb you nor 


ti. any Man, that 1 ever heard of, in your miniſterial 


Function; ſo far from this, That contrarywiſe, 
they are exceeding good Subs to us, if we have but 


Grace to fee and acknowledge it. I belicve, if we 


will but ſpeak the Truth, as we hope to aniwer for 


it at the Day of Judgment ; we mult own, that they 
have e tre Divine Aſſiſtance, Wuo ſends, by 
whom He will fend, wrought a far greater Refer- 


O 
mation in our 8 than we have done; Ah, 


Sir, you little know, but, I pray Gop make you 


| ſenſible and thankful for it too, be fore ycu die, how 
theſe Dear Servants of the Lord laboured Night 


and Day for you, without a Penny from your Purſe, 
Whilſt you boarded at Chefter- Caſtle, and for three 


* 


t Years together fince, whilft you have been raking 
about in London, and up and down the Country. 
And now at your Return to your Flock, do you 


duct, heading a lawleſs Rabvle of irreligious, diſ-—- 
"Pilate Wretchcs, under the Name and Title of ix 
Commander In Chief &, ſpiricing them up to the 
Perpettion of many grievous Outrages, and 


I and about Cone, borb which are now in Danger, &c &. 


each Man ſhall have a Pint of Ae for Ade nice, aud 92 2 
Proper Four age men's, a IM 


E 


find, that any amongſt them, that follow theſe 
god Men, who deſerve ſo well at our Hands, be- 


ha ve 5 at Church? Do they live diſho- 
neſtly or unpeaceably among their Neighbours? 
Or do hey wrong or defraud you, or any Man, of 


their Dues? Surely Men of their Principles w in do 


no ſuch Things, nor occaſion any ſuch Confuſion, 


as your mercileſs Spirit wou'd brand them witn. 
On the Contrary ; Your own late riotous Con- 


inhomanly treating and abuſing Numbers of poor, 


inoffenſive, Peo dle; J muſt ſay this, is a far 


more amef. al Violation of Order in both 


Oporch and State: Done, too, under a Zeal for 


Ke11r1on, and in Defence of the Church of Eng- 

land You may labour, indeed, {for what baie | 
Thiss 4 it cat III-WIIl and Malice will not prompt 

a Mas \ to 79 to make Mr, Ii hits fields Collections 
WE 


* Mr, White « Proclamation for inlifting Men i into the Mob, 


raiſed 2gaintt the Methodiſts, in ot about the dionth « of Auguſt 5 


laſt, ran in Words to the following Effect. 
Notice is kereby given hat ij ary len be . ro iu. 


iſt into bis Majeſty's Service, under the Command of the Rev. 


Mr. Geurge ale, Caen dos in Chief, and Jotin Baniſtet, 
Lieutengni Generat off his Niajeſiy's Forces, for The Detcnce 
of the Church of England, aud rhe Sur port, of ihe Manutactory 


Let them now repair 10 the Drum Head as rhe Ciols, WHerg 


e e 
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for the Orphan-Houſe 1 in Georgia no better than 2 


Veil for the maſt iniquitous Intentions, and wildy, 
aswell as uncharitably amuſe Men, with Conſe- 
quences, as odious, as the black Examples introdu- 


ced, are intended to ſerve. But, Sir, does not your 
| ownConduct, think you tally much better with them? 
Religion, ſay you, was the Excuſe for Father Gi- 
rard, the Rector . a Jeſuitical Seminary at Tou- 
lon's Debaucheries, with Mademoiſelle Cadiere; 
and the Overjiowing of Paris with Proteſtant Blood 
on a Hartholome c- Hav, and the Stabbing of Hen- 
Ty of France by a Dominicun; and ſo is Religion 
an Excuſe (the Defence of the Church of England!) 
with you, ſay I, for your Mobbing and Rioting, with 
_ alittle leſs Miſchief, but, I fear, with no leſs Ma- 
lice. Ah, poor, blind Phariſee, * Firſt pull tho 
Beam out of your own Eye; I-wiſh you be not 
one of them of whom our LoRD prop phefies, The 
Time cometh, that whoſoever killeth you, will 
think that he doth GopService; * Repent, repent 


of this your Wickedneſs, and pray Go, if per- 
haps the Thoughts of your Heart may be for- 
5 given vou. 


But, ſay you, is every bold Viſionary (Words 


55 eee ſaid than underſtood) to be a Guide in 
© Matters of the higeſt Importance?“ Ves, tis 
highly needful in ſuch Pariſhes as Yours eſpecially, 
where He, that ſhou'd be, is not ſuch a Guide. 
But what are theſe Matters of higheſt Importance 8 
Why, they pretend to preach : This, indeed, is a 


Matter of the higheſt Importance; none more ſo, 


nor ſo much, in all our Sacred Ghee. The Ad mini- 
ſtration of the Sacraments is indeed reckoned a Matter 


ot high Importance, but to preach the Goſpel is no 


* Jo. xvi. 2. 


leſs. 
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leſs ſo &. God grant you and I, and all our Clerical 
: Brethren, may lay it duly to Heart : And that as 
we truſt we have received a Diſpenſation, I mean, 


from Gop, otherwile to receive it from Man ſioni- 
fies Nothing, we may preach it not only in the 
Letter, but Power and Purity thereof, in "on 


and out of Scaſon +, making full Proof of on 


Miniſtry r, with all Unweariedneſs and Diligence; 
as the Apoſtles did, and as the Met hodiſts do, and, 


I ébleſs Gop, dome few of our Clerg y alſo: Other- 
wiſe, as St Paul ſpeaks of Himſelf, No be to ns ||. 


God grant allo that our Lives inwardly and out- 
wardly, before an All-ſeeing Gop, / from whom no 


Secrets are hid M anda ſenſorious W. orid, (who be- 
ing as the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks of the contrary Part, 
may he aſhamed, Having 'n0 evil Thins to ſavy of 5 


you ee, ;) may be as becometh t! he Goſpel, Which 


we preach, and as the Life of that Holy Jrsus, its 
Author, whoſe Miniſters we are. For a Clerey- 
man to walk otherwiſe, in any Reſpe& whatever, 


is 0drous in the Eye of all Men, and execrable in 


the Preſence of Gop, © Why (favs He) doit thou 


1 


preach My Laws, and takeſt My Covenant in 
* thy Mouth; whereas thou hateſt to be reformed, 
* and haſt caſt My Words behind thue .“ 


But whoſoever preſumes (you ſay) to take 


A 


Affairs of ſuch ſerious Conſequence, he abfo- 

lutely is an Author of Confuſion, where Gop has 
no Share and an open Deftroyer of the Publick 
Peace,” Sir, I hope, it is as far trom my Thoughts 


S9 2 


CH 


* 1 Cor. E193... + 2 Tim. iv. 2. + 2 Tim. iv. 5. 


| i! I Cor. | ix. 16. | 3 90 Col. in Com. decvice. N DH. 9 22 1 


#* 1 Pet iii. 16. # PL. l. 16, 17. N 
| as 


upon him that Office without the Approbation or 1 
thoſe Superiors, who are appointed to inſpect into 


[ 48 ] 

as yours, or any Clergyman's in England, to 
: deny, or Night the Uſefulneſs of Epiſcopal Ordi- 

nation: Yet, it ſeems, the Qualification, you lay 

your chief Streſs upon, is the External One: Strange 

Stuff, Such as want this, are abſol:t-ly (Te judice 
* ſciticet) Authors of Goals 11, where Gor has no 

_ © Share, and open Deſtroyers of the Publick Peace.” 
Our SAVIOUR, Hho taught, in the Abprehenſion of 
the People, as One having Authority, and not as 
the Scribes *, was never thus qualified by the Jew- 
Hh Church, nor His Apoſtles, who all preach'd to 
that people, and yet, were they ever ſo much as 
once found Fault with on that Account? Or were 
they Authors of Confuſion, or open Deſtroyers of 
the Pablick Peace ? Tis true, indeed, Our Sa vi- 
oon bids His Apoſtles think not that He came 10 
l fend Peace on Harth; but a Sword : + But did 
He mean that His preaching without an humane 
Qualification wou'd occaſion it? The Multitude 
| likewiſe accuſed Him to Plate, as One whom they 
found perverting the Nation 2+ But was it on 
It this Account? Or dare you for Shame take Part 
with His Accuſers, and alledge their Example, 
either as a Precedent or an Argument in Favour 
of your Aſſertion? Though this I muſt tell you, 
which is obvious to every Man, Your Aſſertion 
is every Way a Parallel : There is manifeſtly 
the ſame Heart, Diſpoſition, and Spirit in you, 
that was in them : "They traduced and falſely 
* accuſed the Head; 5 you, which is all one, ho = 
Members. T hey, e this Fellow pervert- 
1 ius the Nation; You, they are open Deſtroyers of 
| the Publick Peace. Beware, poor Man ! what 
8 ſay; Beware what you do, leſt you one Day 


| ” Matty vii. . Þþ Matt. R. 34. þ Du. xxxili. 2. 
hear 
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Reſormers, were never ordainc ed, 
ver heard that this was made au Objection a- 
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hear it aid to your everlaſting Confuſion, Tnoſe 


mmich, as thon haſt done it to the leaſt of theſe, 


my Brethren, thou haſt done it unto me *;- The 


 Diſperſed Couver ts of fer u{alem without an exte- 
rior Qualification <went every : where preaching the © 
Ii ord 4 , and are they any where reported, of as Au- 
thor 701 Con j1fron, or open Diſturbers of the Peace? 


In like Manner §7. Part, if we compare As xii. 
7. with Gal. i. 38, we thall find, preach'd the 


Goſpel above 7hree Tears without any ſuch Qua- 


lification, even from the Apoſtles; and yet we ne- 
ver find that this was objected againſt his preaching) 


either by them, the Churches, or thoſe that He 


preached to; nor was He ever look'd upon as a 


Author of Confuſion, or Deſtroyer of Peace. And 
afterwards when Paul, 97/as, and ſome others of the 
Qual! fication 
from Pau), by the [mpoſition of Hands with Faſt 
ing and Prayer 1 + were nevertheleſs re 5 to 
be Turners of the World upſide down ||. So that, 


Brethren, had received bo outward 


whether Men be outwardly qualified, or Eg they 


may be charged with being Authors of Confuſion, 
and Deſtroyers of Peace ; 


Mr. Calvin likewife, and fore 1 


n Aas viii. 3, 4. 


9 Ver, 5. 


— 
* Matt. xxv. 40. 


| x At xvi, 6. 


+ Acts Kili, 2% 


but by whom ? By 18 | 
as the Reverend Comma .nder in Chief, and his 5 Ri. 
ters. Thoſe Jews in Theſſalonica, who believed | 
ut, moved with Envy, took unto them; as You; | 
did, certain lewd Fellows of the baſer Sort, and | 
gat her a Company, and ſet ail the ln in an 
Uproar, Sc. & 
of the 
and yet I nes 
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* ulnſt their preaching, by the Church of Rome, 
nor were they look'd upon as Authors of Confufion 


on this Account. Nay, both that and our own 


Church, as Mr. Wefey clearly proves &, allow of 


ſuch anqualificd Men in the Church at this Day. 
But ſurely they never wou'd {ſuffer it, if ſuch bad 
Conſequences did, as you ſuggeſt, follow it: No 


more are the Methodiſts, tay maliciouſſy What vo 


will, for ſaying is not proving, guilty of the like. 
However theſe Met Hhodiſt Preachers ate Au- 


© thors of Confuſion, open Deſtroyers of the pub- 


© liek Peace, flying in the Face of the very Church, 


they may craltily pretend to follow, ocaſioning 
© many bold Inſurrections, which threaten onr Spi- : 


ritual Government; Schiſmatical' Rebels againſt 


- the beſt of Charches; - Authors of a farther Breach 


into our unhappy Diviſions ; Conteinners of the 


© Great Command, Six Days chalt thou labour, Gc. 
LC 


© Defyers of all Laws, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical ; 

y Profess d Diſreſpectors of f Learning and Education, 
© cauſing a viſible Ruin of your T rade and Manu- 
facture, and in ſhort, Promoters of a ſhameful 
Progreſs of EnthuGefin and Confuſion, not” to be 
* parallel d i in any other Chriſtian Dominion. 


oy 


' Bombalio! Clangor! Stridor / 7 aratantara. 4 


Murmur | 
What a Rattle or abominable Lies are here? 
Juvenal queries. 


Aud Rome faciam ? Mentirs neſcio. 


But you give the World but too good Cauſe to 


believe that 1 you did not leave that old Harlot, the 
Mother of Lies, on this Account. 
* Sec his 3d Appeal. 


Whatever bad | 


Conſe- ---— 1 


E 
Conſequences the Men of your Sprit may malici- 
ouſly preſage, that Met hodiſim may in Time be at- 
tended with, no Man, that has the leaſt Reſpe& 
for ruth, or Regard for his own Reputation, and 
hates to be called a Lyar to his Face, can charge it 


at pretent with any ſuch Evils, as your aba on- d 


Conſcience has had the Impudence to do, to His 
Grace of Canterbury. Several have attempted, in- 
deed, both from the Pulpit and Preſs to caſt various 
Scandals and Reflections upon this New /Fay, as 
they, like Athenians *, call it ; but ihere is none, 


we may ſee, for the Purpoſe, like one of Rome's 
Breeding ; . Tis an old, but true Saying, 


Qui ſemel <t imbuts ſecens ſervabit Odor, em 
Tejta dil. — 


— 


One Thing! I know, and 8 may you too, that a 


Ly ar is a Child of the De vil, by the very fame Ar- 
gument that the Devil is a Liar and {be Father 
of it +: And for a Parſon to J% is an horrible 
Ag I muſt tell you, tht long before your 
Sermon appeared, not only the Archbiſhop of CAx- 


TERBURY, and eri of that en ainent Order, but 


His Royal Highneſs, King Grorge, and all the 
Royal Family, t together with moſt of the Nobi- | 
lity, Gentry, Sc. of the Land, are, I bleſs Gop, 

better infor m d of the Principles and Conduct of the 


Methodiſts, than to fear any Dangers from them 


to either Church or State. I. 
The next” Thing you wou'd falſely 115 :nuite a- 


gainſt thele Preachers is that, 'Tis probable, 


ben for want of knowing how to read, and 


«+ their Followers alſo, for Want of Opportunity, 


* Acts xvii. 19. + 2 viii. 44. 


© under- | 


6 1 


E 

* underſtand not what i is imported | in the 234 Arti- 
F cle of our Religion. Have you examined ny 

or any of theſe Preachers about their Reading. ? 
Or have you been well inform'd of it? No; ©”Tis 
* only, you ſay, probable. A plain Proof you 
know nought of the Matter, otherwiſe your Pro- 
bability wou'd have been a. Certainty ; but as it is; 
its only a mere Slander. And as to the Ignorance 


tile, I ſuppoſe many of them live in your own 
Tariſh; and if fo, more Shame for you to keep 


other Articles, particularly” the th, 1cth, 11th, 
12th, 123th, 19th, 1875, 31/7, 175 Articles. and 


Holding theſe from your People (for what is it elſe 

hen you never read them to the Congregati ion 0 
ts almoſt like, and almoſt as bad, as the Clergy ol 
the Church of Rome's withholding the Holy Scrip- 
| tures from theirs. ---- May i further obſerve, In 


of the Homilies and Articles has been laid aſide 0 
| long by the Generality of our Clergy, till the Peo- 
pie ſcarce! y know whether there be any ſuch Things, 


Church, declare they never heard ras read. For 


duce a Year is ſeldom enous EY our Members gra- 


ine rfibly « creep : in among >{t us; Free-Will and For- 
ſuch 25 thofe of Arins, Arminius, Pelagins, Sc, 


Protiuencſs, are contitmally encrealing, being fo- 


« 4 "yy 


of their Followers, of the Contents of the 2 3d Ar- 
them in the Dark, not on!. y as to this but all the 


the Hemilies alſo, n the firſt e 01 them. 


this Caſe, you are not alone; for the Reading 


Many who have gone 40, 30, 60 Years to 
rant of doing this more frequently (and indeed 
Thally forget their firſt P rinciple: Falſe Doctrincs | 
tal W orthip, with: a. Train of Heretical Tenets, 
tenflinz to Deiſm, Infidelity, and all religion 2 and 


1 E by bY a Gicrgy and Fzeple, at ang o_ 2 Old ; 
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Path is ſo utterly loſt by us, that now when the I 
Lord is graciouſly pleaſed, inſtead of puniſhing us |} 
as our Apoſtacy deſerved, to revive the Religion of 


our Fore-fathers, even the Truth, as it is in JEsus, 


by His Servonts (in Reproach) called Methoaijts, 


the common Cry is, What means this new Way,” 


C 


Phy, Phy, away with it, (as the Jews once cried | 
* againft its Author.) Nonſenſe ! Madneſs | Super- 


© ſtition ! Enthuſiaſm! (and which is as filly as all) 


Popery ! My Neighbour was a very good Church- 
man, but now He's turned Methadift, and fol- 


5 laws theſe illiterate Praters : Well, well, Let 


* him go; My Father and Grandfather were very 
good Churchmen before me. I will ſtick to their 


my Baptiſm, as many now a-days do.” The 


Priefts preach in like Manner; They (at leaſt ſome 
of them, and thoſe but too many) as Jeremiah 
ipeaks of the Prophets in His Day, propheſy falſe- 


ly, the People love to have it ſo, and what will _ | 


ve do in the, Endthereof 2 * The Anſwer is ready; 
Periſh without doubt everlaftingly. The Diſuſe, 1 


ſay, of the Homilies and 39 Articles of our Reli- 


gion is certainly. the chief Occaſion of all this Mij— 
chief in our Church. Had they been conſtantly } 
read, *tis very probable, that all theſe Evils had 
not only been effectually prevented ; but Metho- 
dim, alſo, which is nothing elfe but the Revival | 
of the Doctrines contained therein, had never ap- 


peared : Thoſe Books and what the Methodiſts 
prezch being all one. This, let me add, ſome few 
of our Cler gy, are ſo well adviſed of, that they pur- 


poſely evade che reading them to che People, for 


EY 
* Fer, . ar. 3 


Way, and not turn my Back on my Church and 1 
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Fear of enereaſing Methodiſmò, a Term, very like 

ly, made uſe of by the Art of the Devil to prevent 

the true End of their Miniſtry, I mean, the making 
good Chriſtians and Church- men. 


But won'd theſe People but read this 2 3d Arti- 


te, * this they wou'd find puts an End (fay you) 
* to apy Doubt with Reſpeat to the Qualifications 


of Preachers.” If you have ſaid any Thing ma- 


: terial againſt the Methodiſts in all your Diſcourſe, 


you have ſaid it here: And yet this Article only 


relates to the Outward Qualification of Preachers. 
I think there is an inward One of ſo much {uperior 
5 Conſequence and Concern, that where it is wanting 


the Outward ſignifies nothing. The Biſhops, per- 


haps, do all that can poſſibly be expected in the 


uſual Way, for their own and the Church's Satiſ- 


faction, about the inward Qualification or Call of 


| | ſiuch as deſire to be ordain'd, to the Miniſtry: They 


aſk every Deacon, © Do you truit that you are in- 
* wardly moved by the HoLy Grosr to take upon 
you this Office and Miniſtration to ſerve God for 
the promoting of H1s Glory, and the edifying of 


Hrs People.” And the Candidate replies, © L 


* Þ £005... 


tive, the getting a good Living, a Curacy, or Bread ? 


" Woas it not Yours? I confeſs it was mine. How 
W - cafily and how often the Biſhops and the Church 


are impoſed upon by ſuch Pretences, is but too evi- 


dent from the lucrous, luxurious Lives of but as. 


many cf our Brethren, who make their facrea Fur 


tion a mere Trade, and Gain, their Godlincfs, T5 


ES 4 certain old Clerg. yman of my Acquaintance, lately de. 
craſed, being ask'd by bis Cirate, if he might read the Ho. 
milies in the Church, anſwered, No; for if be ſrou'd do fo, 


= 4 ihe Congregation do d turn erbe, 


truſt ſo.“ But is not the true and common Mo- | 


"what. 
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indeed, do ſo; but I never will. 


What you affirm in the next Paragragh will ap- 3 
pear to every unprejudiced Reader, as trifling and 
falſe, as any Thing you have faid hitherto. The 
Premiſcs will clear them of that monſicous Igno- 


rance you wou'd charge them with, in pretendi 


to belong to our Church, if their oppoſing Her 


Articles be your Argument to prove it by. Fact 


proves the very Reverſe. And the Truth is, they 


actually maintain all the Articles of our Religion, 


and conſequently a are true Members of our Church. 
45 "IO How 


what Streſs Gaben you 1 5 what Confidence ; 
can the People repoſe, upon this Outward Quali- 
fication? 
But allowing all that yo on wou'd make of this 
Article, it will not follow, that the Met hodiſts re- 
ject it, by preaching without it. The Truth is 
(and hall I be atraid to ſpeak it?) | they cannot re- 
ceive it. Our SAVIOUR has, but Man thinks it 
not proper to qualify them. Many of them want 
Latin, Greek, and Phitoſ phy, and therefore 'tnough | 
they have many far more needfu} Accompl! ſhments, | 
A good Stock of plain, practi cal, expcrimenta al ; 
f , Chriſtian Converſations Zeal towards 
Gor our SAVIOUR, indefatigable Induſtry in 
preaching His Goſpel, and many*Seals of their 
Miniſtry, yet cannot be admitted thereto in the 
Outward Form.“ But what then? If Gop has 
ordained them, ſent them forth, and own'd and 
bleſs'd their Labours, ſhall they deſiſt from their 
Muiſſion, till out wardly appointed thereto? hat 
are wwe, that we ſhou'd withſtand Gopꝰ Shall HE } 
not ſend by whom Hz will tend? And when He 
is pleaſed to work by ſuch Inſtruments as you are 
diſpleaſed with, Hall you or 1 let ic? You * 
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Hor they are guilty (as you aſſert in the next 


Clauſe) of an exceſſive, invincible Stubbornneſs alſo, 


on the ſame Account, is to me unintelligible. 


In the next Paragraph you may ſeem to have 
ede to your Logick, and to compremiſe the 


_ Subſtance of the two foregoing Pages in the Com- 
$ 7 and Form of a Syllogiſm, thus, 


According to the Doctrine of the Church of 


England i in the 23d Article, it is not lawful for 


To «A Aa 0 


who have publick Authority.” 
Now theſe pretended Preachers are not called 


a.” 


M5 


-thority.' 
” Conſequently it is not wil, tc. 


| Now although the Major and Minor Propoſitions 
be granted, yet, I hope, I have ſufficiently proved 
that the Conſequence is utterly falſe. One Thing 
here, I cannot but take Notice of, which perhaps 
may have more in it than a mere Quibble, It is 
in the Manner of your Expreſſion, whether inad- 


vertently or intentionally, you know beſt: By the 
23d Article; tis not lawful, (you twice over ſay) 
to miniſter and preach in ay Congregation, The 


Article fays only, (and that twice over,) in the 


 Congrega ion. Now Any and The, methinks, are 
Terms, that convey a very different Idea to the 
Mind; The ſeems to import the Congregation aſ- 
ſembled' in the Church, and this ſeems to be the 
natural Senſe of the Article; ; Any, a Congregation 
in any wiſe aſſembled to a religious Purpoſe; If ſo, 
T cannot ſee how theſe Preachers, by preaching or 


exhorting in their Meetings, either break Commu- 


nion with the Church, or contemn and violate, or 


any Man to miniſter or preach i in any Congrega- 
tion, except he be called to that Office by Men 


to that Office by Men, who have FOES. Au- 


in 
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in any wiſe infringe upon this Article even your | 
own Way of ſpeaking, 


* But in order to promote (you proceed) this 


* Scheme of Confuſion and Irregularity. 
ſuch be the net hodiſtical Scheme has hitherto been 
falſely aſſerted, but not proved. I own, indeed, 


Confuſion is hereby occaſioned, but it is by 


Whether 


them who have made it the Occaſion : Who | 


thoſe are has been already taken Notice of, and 
ſhall it therefore be charged any more upon the 
Methoaiſts, than that at Philippi“ * upon Paul and 
Silas, or that at Athens 


Brethren, or that other at Epheſus + upon Paul, 5 
Caius and Ariſtarchus? 


+ upon Faſon and the 


* But in order to promote this Scheme of Con- 


* fuſion, ſome of the Leaders have found it neceſ- 
© fary to uſher in the Notion of Inſpiration; and 
5 to perſuade a giddy Multitude that Learnin 


2 Is 
no ways requiſite to the Duties of the Miniſtry 


1 you mean humane Learning, or imagine that che 


Methodiſts mean ſo, (as, indeed, what can be meant 
elſe) I hope, they are right: Read but the fi-/f 


and ſecond Chapters of St. Paul's firſt Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, and there you will find they have 


a very good Precedent for their Pretence in Sf. 
rs s Example and Declaration. I Brethren, 
* when I came unto you, came not with Excel- 
5 leney of Speech, or of Wiſdom, declaring unto 


cc 


you the Teſtimony of Gop : My Speech and my 
* Preaching was not with enticing Words of Man's 


„ Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration of the SPIRIT 


«and of Power, 
6c ; 


in the Wiſdom of Man, but in the Power of 
„ Gop. Gop hath revealed them (the Goſpel, 


+ Ads 17 Ch. + Adds 19 Ch. 


"I 


That your Faith ſhould not ſtand 
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te that is to ſay, here called, the Things which He 
. * hath prepared for them that love B 1M) unto us 
by His SPIRIT; For the SPIRIT ſearcheth all 
e Things, yea, the deep Things of Gop : Which 
Things alſo we ſpeak not in the Words, which 
Man's Wiſdom teacheth ; but which the Hor v . 8 
Ghost teacheth *.“ Why then ſhou'd theſe « 
Men's Aﬀertion or Pretenſion ſeem ſo ſtrange to 
you? No Man can or ought to preach the Goſpel 
before he be inſpired with the Hol GnosT ; or 
3 Cvhich i is all one) * feels in Himſelf a Sp1RIT, by 
Which He is led to preach,” For, as the Apo- 
ſtle fays alſo, What Man knoweth the Things | 
3 of a 1 5 ſave the Spirit of Man, which is in 
« Him ? Even ſo the Things of Gop knoweth no 
* Man, but the SpIRIT of Gor, Now we have 
#4 Teceived, not the Spirit of the World, but the 
© SPIRIT which is of Gop, that we might know 
* the Things that are freely given to us of Gop +.” 
In this Objection againſt the Methodiſts you mani- 
icſtly diſcover the Want of this SpIRI T, this I- 
| dwelling Teacher in Yourſelf; and conſequently, 
however you are outwardly qualified, you have no 
right Authority or Commiſſion at all to preach z any 
more than thoſe vagabond Jews, Exorciſts, and the 
| ſeven Sons of Sceva, the Prieſt, had ta call over 
them, which had E. vit Spirits, the Name 5 the 
LogD '; "Tp 
But let us enquire (in the next Words). into 
© the Natute of this Plea.” This, Sir, may not be 
improper. * Now we muſt diſtinguiſh, ſay you, two . 
0 Kindsof Inſpiration, an Extraordinary One, ſuch as 1 
© was granted to the Apoſtles.” This e Ane 
that it was granted them for ſuch like Purpoſes, as 


* 1 Cor. 1 1. 5, 10, 13. | Ibid, Ver. 11, 12. 
A. 2 88 xix. 135 * * | | 
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you aſſert in your next Paragraph. This I o] n 
too. And that there is an Ordinary One, (i. e. 


as Men now a-Days phraſe it) ſuch as we pray; 


© for in our Collects of publick Prayer.” This I 
5 deny not. But this Diſtinction in this Place, dir, 
1 nothing to the Purpoſe : Theſe Men affirm, as 
you yourſelf ſay, That they feel in themſelves a ol 


Spirit, by which they are led to preach ;' and th 
humane Learning and Education is not necefl: 17 


herein. This is the Plea, as you arc pleaſed to 2 
call it. The Queſtion is therefore, whether their 


Pretence to ſuch an Inſpiration, or Motion (whether 


Ordinary or Extraordinary) of the Hory SPIxITr 
to preach the Goſpel, be reaſonable or unreaſonable, - 
needful or needlefs thereto, We have ſcen, Si, 
that Sr. Paul is clearly on their Side, making it 
indiſpenſably needful. But, being Se. Paul was 
one of thoſe Apoſtles, who was indued with the 
Extraordinary Inſpiration of the HoLy Ghost, the 
better to enable Him to propogate the Goſpel in 
the World, and © to remove (what otherwiſe wou'd 
© have been impoſſit le) the ſtrong Prejudices of 
* 4000 Tears, Sc.“ His Authority, I ſuppoſe, 
vou will ſcarcely admit to be an Argument to prove 
the Caſe before us. Let us hear then the Senti- 
ments of our Charch, the Ancient Fathers quoted, 
by Her, and ſome pious and judicious Divines, 
concerning this Matter. CHryſoſtom, ſay our Church, 
teſtifying thereby the Approbation of the Aﬀer- 


tion, declares, © That Man's humane and worldly 


7 Wiſdom and Science is not needfu] to the under- 
© ſtanding of Scripture ; But the Revelation of the, 
*-HoLy GnosT, Who inſpireth the true Meaning 


* unto them, that with Humility and Diligence do 


tcarch the refore ; ; He, that alketh, ſhall have; 
© 2 nd 
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and He, that ſeeketh, ſhall find ; and He, that 
* knocketh, ſhall have the Door opened 5 Enſe- 

_ bius, which is another Indication of Her Mind, 
tells, ſays ſhe, a ſtrange Story of a certain learned 


and ſubtil Philoſopher, who, being an extream 


* Adverſary of CuRISTH and Hrs Doctrine, cou'd 
by no Kind of Learning be converted to the 
* Faith, but was able to withſtand all the Argu- 
ments that cou'd be brought againſt him, 1 | 
little or no Labour, At Length there ſtands up 
a poor fimple Man, of ſmall Wit and leſs Know- 


. One, that was reputed, amongſt the Learn- 


- 0, at an Ideot, and He in Gop's Name. wou'd 
8 needs take i in Hand to diſpute with this proud 
Philofopher; the Biſhops and other Learned Men 
| © ſtanding by, were marvellouſly abaſhed at the 
Mäatter, thinking, that by his Doing, they ſhou'd 
all be confounded and put to open Shame, He 
notwithſtanding goes on, and beginning in the 
Name of the Logp Jesvs, brought thePhiloſopher 
to ſuch a Point in the End, contrary to all Men's 


Expectation, that he cou'd not chooſe but ac- 


knowledge the Power of Gop in his Words, and 
to give Place to the Truth. 8 


Now, ſays our Church, Was not bn 
lous Work, that one fly Soul, of no Learning, 
ſhou'd do that, which many Bithops of great 


| Knowledge 2nd Underſtanding were never able to 
bring to paſs. $0 true, ſays She, is the Saying 
of Bede ; Where the Hol v Ghost doth inſtruct 
and teach, there is no Delay at all in Learning F. 


St. Chryſoſtom ſays, That the Wiſeman is not 
profited at all by his Wiſdom, nor the Ignorant 


* Hom, of Knowledge of the Holy Scrip. 24 Part. 
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L. 5. 
Man prevented by his RIP from receiving 
the Preaching of the Goſpel; Yea, if I may, 
ſays He, aſſert a wondered Truth, Ignorance 18 
more fit and apt to receive the Goipel, than Wil- 


a 


* 


© dom "ad Reaſon . 


This very Truth the Methodiſts have abundant 

Experience of daily; I myſelf can produce ſome 
Hundreds of Inſtances of it, within the Compaſs } 

of my ſmall Miniſtry; and hope, Sir, to ſec as HP” 3 
more before I die, — 
But to proceed, Luther affirms. 8 That it is aa 
Error to ſay, a Man cannot be a Divine, but by 
* reading Ariſtotle,” (i. e. by Means of Learning 
and Education.) Nay, fays He, in the next Words, 
5 He cannot be a Divine, except. He become one 


* without Ariſtotle +. 


This ſame excellent Servant of Sir has ano- 
tber ſtrange Expreſſion (but which all the Metho- 
diſts know to be true) which is this, A Man is | 


ny 


made a Divine by Living, yea by dying and dam- 


* Chryſ. Hom. ah, in iſt Epiſt. ad Corinth. 


Error eſt dicere, 1 ine Ariſtotele non (is {beologus : Ino, 5 
7 Peobogus now ſit, 170 id frat my Ariſtorets. Luth. Fol, 1ſt. 


Page 10th. 
Vivendo, imo moriundo, et damnando, f t Theologny, m”—— 


,  Favelligends |; ate aut fecllande, Luth, Fol. 2d. Page 35th. 1 


dom: And a Shepherd or Plowman (to far differs 
this venerable Father from you in your Margin, 
Page 18th) will ſooner ſubmit to it than a learned 
Man, who relies on the Strength of human Wiſ- 


wk PIP oats — 1 . ” 
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ning, and not * 1 ſtruction, Real and 1 
C © Study : +7 


And again, © The Scriptures, ſays He, are not 
to be und erſtood, but by the ſame Srixir, by 
* Which they Were written : And that SPIRIT can 
2 vs 


1 62 J 


be found no where more preſent and lively than 


in thoſe ſacred Letters, which Hz HimMsELF 


© hath written *. 


| £Zuminelins declares, © We muſt needs be taught 
 * the Goſpel, not of Men, but of GOD: For that 
it is the Eternal Truth, which knows not how to 
Ive, 7oh. 6th Chap. But if you do not firmly 
A believe, that you may be taught of Gop, hu- 


© mane Doctrine being utterly rejected, you are ſtill 


© void of true Faith. N either, ſay He, have I my- 


I « ſelf invented this. For Hilary alſo 4 of the ſame 
* t Opinion; But there is no Need of His Teſtimo- 


* oy; when we hear that CHRIST and all His 


2 ' « Apoſtles were of the ſame Mind 24. 


Calvin affirms, © That it is neceſſary, that the 
| © fame SpirIT, which ſpoke by the Mouths of the 

Prophets, ſhou'd pierce into our Hearts to per- 
* ſuade us that they taithfully related what was by 


: Him delivered to them . 


| Biſhop Latimer, that bleſſed Martyr, PIN 


That the Carnal and Philoſophical Underſtanding 


FA A A oak 


Babes . 


poreſt. Loth. Fol. 2. Page 500. 
+ Zuingl. Lib. de Certitudine er Veritate Verbi Dei. | 
+ {dem Spikirus, Out per Os Progherarum locurus eft, iu 


Corda noſtra penetret, neceſſe eſt: Ur perſuadeat fideliter pro- 


ruliſſe, quod divinitus erat Mandatur, Calv. Inſtitut. Lib. 1. 
Cap. 8. Sec. 4. 


Carnalis er Philoſophica Scripturarum Intelligenria, von | 


eſt Sapientia Dei, Due a Sapientibus abſcondirur, parvults 


| revelatur. Latimer 8 Anſwer to Sir Edward Mister $ Letter. | 


of the Scriptures is not that Wiſdom of Go, 
which is hid from the Wiſe, and revealed to 


You | 


\* Scripture, non + wif Fo SIA intellicende. ſunt, q 
Seripre ſunt. Qv1 SrIRIT us muſquam prefenrius er viva 
us, quam in ipſis ſacris ſuis, quas ſcripſit, Lireris i . 


| * 
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1 63 1 
Von ſee, Sir, what the Church, and theſe wor- 
thy Divines ſay of the Neceſſity of the continual 
. Feten of the HoLy GHosr, to unfold the ſacred 
Writings to the Underſtandings of both Teachers 
and Hearers, and how ſmall Account they made of 
KK Learning and Education in this Matter. The very 
«|» fame, and no other, do the Methodifts maintain. 
BW. This therefore being all they pretend to: All that 
you ſay about the Extraordinary and miraculous 
Gifts of the HoLy GnosT, the Occaſion of them 
in the Church, and alſo of their Ceaſing for up- 
wards of two Pages following, is quite foreign to 
the Caſe of the l and the very Delign 27 
you wou'd ſerve by it. 
If they affirm no more, "what need of ſuch a 
: Jong Harangue of Nonſenſe about Ordinary and 
Extraordinary Inſpiration ? If they alto have our 
Church on their Side for all that they tay of their 
own Inſpiration, and the n of Learning 
and Education, or at leaſt the Non-Neceſſity (if I 
may ſo ſpeak) of it for a Preacher of the Goſpel ; 
5 and: if the Hol v GnosT makes Divines, as is evident 
from the Premiſes ; Why ſhou'd they be thought 
to blame in aſſerting, that they have a Motion f 
the SPIRIT to preach ? Why ſhou'd they be charg'd 
with giving Way to gloomy Imaginations, or rai- 
* ſing themſelves to ſuch a Pitch of Enthuſiaſm X 
How can you charge theſe People of Gop, theſe 
Servants of our Dear SAVIOUR, Without reflecting 
upon the HoLY GrosT and His Gracious Inſpi- 
ration, and the ſending forth of His Miniſters, in 
the fouleſt Manner ? I hope, in Pity to your poor 
Soul, that your Ignorance will ſcreen you, or elſe 
I really do not ſee, how you can be clear of the 
Commiſſion of the unpardopable Sin, You talk, 
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poor Man ! of Reaſon, of juſt Reflettion, and the 


Ferme of a Man; But where appears it? Are 


you not allo at the ſame Time caſting Dirt upon 
| your own Church? Are you not flatly denying, 


and maliciouſly ridiculing what She maintains; even 


that Church are not you yourſelf, * flying in the 


* Face of, which you Oy pretend to follow : * 


Phy for Shame. 


, Peng own Words in the latter End of the laſt 
Paragraph (Page 14th) will allow a very obvious 
and eaſy Inference in Favour of the Methodiſts as 


to this very Point, vis. That Inſpiration is, and 
humane Learning and Education are not, Tec uiſite - 
and neceſſary for a Miniſter of the Goſpel. For 

you ſay that amongſt other Deſigns of God in in- 
ſpiring the Apoſtles in an Extraordinary Manner, 


this was one, to convince the World that the Sy- 


* ſtem of the Redemption was not a Syſtem of 
© Learning,” From hence then we may infer, that 
this Syſtem requires not Learning and Education 
to ſupport it, and to preach the Doctrines of it. 
One may reaſonab y ſuppoſe that that which has no 


Learning in it, may be underſtood and explain' d 


without Learning. We may likewiſe reaſonably 
e af that that ſame Divine SpIxIT, which gave 


us this S ſtem of the Redemption, will HIMSELF | in- 


Atruct us in the true Senſe of it. As Our Saviour 
ſays; The ComporRTER, which is the Holy 


„ Gunosr, wHoM the FATHER will ſend in My 


Name, He ſhall teach You all Things, and bring 


e 


** I have ſaid unto you *. 


What you are pleaſed to fay in the next Para- 

graph, and in the Marginal Note under it, con- 
Joh, W d 5 Is 

gerning g how 


all Things into your Remembrance, whatſoever 


"I ; 
. — . 6 SIR, ' 
| 4 
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| tething the Time of the Continuance of Miracles, 
and bf their Ceaſing ſo ſoon as the Goſpel was ſuf- 
fciently propagated, is quite foreign, as aforelaid, to 


the Subject in Hand. What T wou'd only take 
Notice ot here is your roundly aſſerting that 2 ff. 


ficient Propagation of the Goſpel was the Occ# ion 
of the Ceaſths of theſe Extraordinary Powers, 
] own, je; that many before you have aſſerted 
the fame: Nor will ! altogether deny this to be a 
Reaſon for it. Yet being you take Occafion to 
mention it, and I have frequently read the ſame in 
other Authors, I muſt own, I have ſome Times 
been induced to queſtion the Sufficiency and Cer- 
tainty of the Truth of this Aſſertion. T find No- 
thing in the New Teſtament to countenance it, 
nor ever found or heard of any Thing like it in the 
Ancient Writers of the Church: St. Pau ſays, in- 
deed, © whether there be Prophecies they ſhall fail, 
„ whether there be Tongues they ſhall ceaſe #.” 
But why they ſhall ceaſe, there is Nothing ſaid, |} 
think is as likely, that the [Degeneracy of the | 
Church into Formalities, Hercſies, ot perilitivs and 
various abuminable Errors and Carry Proms which 
began about the Middle of the d Century, was 
the Occaſion of it. For, as every Year She thus 
grew. wo down into the Fifth, fo 'tis obſer- * 
Afch-Deacon Chapman s Opinion, that 
though Miele were then, as publick, as clear, 


vable, 


and as well atteſted, yet not as frequent, by far, 
as in the Earlier Ages. The fourth Century af. 


erding ſewer Miracles than the tormer, and the 
fifth than this. The HoLy SP1RIT, wno will not 
always ſtrive with Man, tis not unlikely, even 


from this Obſervation, was grieved with ſuch grow- 
* x Cor, il. 8. 
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fifty Volumes of the Holy Scriptures, 


16 1 


ing Evils, and that the more fo, as it was in a 


Time, v:hen the Church was fo honoured with ſuch 


extraordinary Meaſures and Manifeſtations of His 
| Preſence and Powers. Therefore Ht; in Mercy not 


ſuddenly, but gradually, withdrew them, as thoſe 


Corruptions gradually prevailed, 


In the Time of Con/tantine, though there were 


very heavy Perſecutious of the C Church, yet, as is 
uſual, there was a great Goſpel-Work, and a copi- 
dus [n-gathering of Souls into Her ; 


Gs the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſtians have been al ways found to be the 


| moſt fruitful Seed of the Church. Under His Pro- 
| tection they fled for Succour, and this was doubt- 
lefly one main Occaſion of propagating the Faith 
amongſt this Emperor's Subjects. 
= Chriſtianity all Manner of Encouragement, and it 
flouriſned wonderfully, by this Means, at leaſt, for a 
Time, inſomuch, that we are told, that He wrote 


to Enſebius Biſhop of Nicomedia to procure Him, 


L Parchment, diſtinct, and legible; 
* lame of ſuch Size, as might be carried with great- 


© eſt Eaſe, for the further Inſtruction of ſuch as had 
. attain'd to the Knowledge of the Chriſtian Reli- 


Yet in the latter End of his Reign, Chri- 


gion * 5 


ak began to grow carnal, and ſecure; the Goſpet 
or declined, and Philoſon hy, Sc. grey imo Vogue. 
This, as the Arch-Deacon aſſerts the Continuation of 

 Miracles' till after this Emperor's Davs, but not long, 


may in ſome Degree favour the Reaſon, aboveſaid, 
of their Ceaſing: And thus not only by Sin and 


Wickedneſs, but furthermore even by humane Lear- 
ning alſo, may we ſuppoſe, that the SPIRIT. Was 


4 


* Euſeb. Lib. 4. de N Conſiont. 


He alſo gave 


ä ' 
1 8 was ay N 
* r by. Ras '{. 
1 3 5 e 2 
I 


writ on 
and in a Vo- 


3 
quench d, 


oY 
quench'd *, as St. Paul xp it, and the Ex- 
traordinary Gifts withdrawn, 


' Your Marginal Reference upon Lucrative 22 
rance (Page 18, 19.) may next be conſidered. And 
here again What a Medley of Falſitics, diſingenuous 


Surmizes, and groundleſs Slanders, are trump d toge- 


ther. * Poor ignorant Men (ay vou) who never 
5 have been converſant further than the Plough ; © 
© who little know the Conſtitution of any Church, 


may be cafily led aftray with viſionary Notions 


© about Religion.“ If you wou'd here be under- 
ſtood of fuch as are in Connection with the Metho- 
dAiſis, what I have already ſhewn concerning their 
Principles &c. 1 truſt will ſufficiently convince any 
reaſonable Man, that theſe Words are mere Calum- 
ny. They will appear to be fo far from being ig- 
norant of the Conſtitution of any Church, that they 
both underſtand and embrace the Principles of the 


true Church, the Chu 
quently what 1 is really g 


h of CHRIST, and conſe- 


Vourſelf, end ſuch like Paſtors. Whom concerns 


it, if not ſach as us, to teach them better, particu- 


| larly the Principles of our Church © This, J fay 


again, is chiefly owing to that ſhameful Negligence 
ſo common amongſt the Clergy, of not reading and 
expounding the Homilies and 39 Articles, and 
preaching according thereto, Therefore take the 
Blame and Shame and Curſe to Y ourſelf, it You find 


that ſeveral in your Par iſh, for Want of knowing the 
Principles of the Church they profets to call th dem- 
ſelves Members of, are become e and Ninny- 


5 *T-befl. V. 19. 


5k in any National Church 

under Heaven; or if you mean ſuch as run after the } 
Methodiſts to | hear them, but are not joyn'd with © 

them, more Pity for them, and more Shame for 


hammers* + 


” ———_—_ — — v 


TY 


bammers to the Methodiſt Preachers : Or rather ta 
ſpeak more properly, and as the Truth is, being 
ſtir'd up by the HoLy Ghost, are, like wiſe Men, 


Principles of our Church indeed, the Truth as it 
is in Jesus for the Salvation of their Souls at theſe 


from their proper Guides, 
7 ſmall; What may this mean? Where muſt this 


15 comme from ? Not from their Followers : 


_ ſurely, this ſcarcely can be called Lucre. Or 


| do you think they may expect it from their T a a 


ers? Alas, they in general have but little to beſtow. 
Herein they are like their poor Predeceſſors, Perer 


poſe they were able to give them both; muſt thoſe 


tals by on the other Side * 

- Yet, tor all this, their Lucre is not ſo ſmall & 
You may jmagine ; For though Gain be far from 
being to them What it is to thoſe, who are deſtitute 
of the Truth, as St. Paul ſpeaks, their Godlineſs ||, 
yet their Goalinefs is to them Great Cain g. hey 
are CurisT's, and all thinzs are theirs, as they 
are His K. Yea, they have CHRIST EL1D4SELF, 


| 21 Tam. vi. 5, 6 $ Nom. vii, 52. * i Cor. 111 21,22, 23. 
HR. RT #10 3 


prudently and ſcaſonably ſearching for, the true 


Men's Mouths, for want of mop Inſtructions 
181 imagine (proceed you) their Lucre is very 


They are willing, indeed, to contribute to each 
| other's Relief, when Neceflity requires, but 


and ohn; Gold, ſaid Peter to the Cripple at the 
beautiful Gate of the Temple, and dilrer have 1 
none, but ſuch as 1 have, give I thee x. Or ſup- 


that /ow unto them ſpiritual Things +, allow them 
do reap their Carnal things alſo? Gr is it uſual with 
Parſons to part with much? No, no, They love fo 


_ Acts Ws: +3 Cor: IX. I. + ie x. 31, 32. 


WH 


FF 

V doubtleſly an infinitely greater Gift than 
do haye all Heaven beſides. They have Remiſ- 
ſion of Sins; Peace with Gor through our Lo 
Ixsus CHRIST. Are CurisT's Members, God's. 
Children. Endued with the HoLy Guosrt. 
Sealed to the Day of Redemption, and have 
'Þ + Heaven and Eternal Glory for their Inheritance. 
They are of Age, Sir, aſk them; they ſhall 
5 ſpcak for themſelves: There are Thouſands, [ 


praiſe Gop for it, amongſt us, that are able | 

and will be ready, to give an Anſwer to every | 
f Mau that ſball ask them a Reaſon of the Hope, 
hat is in them, with Meeckneſs and Fear. 


Inn the next Words you fal upon Mr. Whitefield 
and Mr. [/effey. Mr. Whitefield you are pleaſed 
cenſoriouſly to charge with what the World do, or 

5 may, know to be a Lye. © That a Satisfactory 

„ Account has not been given us of Mr. Mhite fields 

5 Diſburſements in Georgza, and I am afraid by his | 
late modeſt Inſinuations, in or about the High- 


lands of Scotland, of the Want of Hue Hun- 
wn ared Pounds, 998 85 


: Mr. | | 


* Dephan' Houſ\s in Georgia, De. x . C 

To Cath received from the 15th of De / | 
cember, 1738, to the 1ſt Day of Jenu & 
1745 6, by publick Collectiors, private, 


enctaCtions, and Annual Subicripriuns, 
Per Account. —5—ů — 


4 / 3 fuper- expended, January — 6 e 
Frog 2 | 8 e 


e e ars. 
4982 12 8 


Total 5 11 


"I ]- 
Mr. Ne ſſey's Fellowſhip, I am credibly infor- 
med, is about an 100/. per Annum, out of which 
ape Naa Ty Sen 30 
1. „ does 


By Caſh paid Sundries by particular Ac-) 
counts examined, from the 15th of De 7 
cember, 1738, to Jar uaty 1ſt, 1745-6, 
for Buildings, Cultivation ot Lands, In 
| firmacy, Provifions, Wearing Apparel, 
and other Incidental Expences. —— -# * — 
Fog Kine Gag, 
This Day perſonally appeared before us, Henry Parker and 


. 
i . 
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William Spencer, Bailiffs of Savannah aforeſaid, William 
Woodroote, Viil;am Evan, and William Ruſſslof Savannah a. 
fore fa id. who being lworn, ſay, that they bave carefully and 
firily examined all and fingular the Accounts, relating to the. 
Orphan-Houſc ip Georgia, contain'd in Forty one Pages in a 
Book entitule, Receipts and Disburſements for the Orphan. 


Houſe in Georgia, with the Original Bills, Receipts, and other 
Vovchers, from the 15th Day of December in the Year of our 


| Lorp One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty-eight, to the firſt 
Day of January in the Year ot our Logp Ore thouſand leven_ 


hundred and forty five, and that the Montes received on Ac- 
count of the {aid Orphan-Houſe amounted to the Sum of Four 
thouſand nine hundred and eighty-two Pounds, twelve Shillings 


aud eight Pence Sterling, as above. And that it doth not ap- 
pear, that the faid Rev, Mr. Whitcficld hath converted any Part 

thereof to his own Ulc and Property ; or charged the ſaid Houſe 
with any.ot his Travelling, or other private Expences: But on 


the Contrary hath contributed to the laid Houſe many valuable 
Benefactions; and that the Monies disburſed on Account of the 


faid Houle amounted to the Sum of Five thouſand, five hun- 


_ dred, elc ven Pounds, ſeventeen Shillings and nine Pence Fer- 


thing, Sterling, as above, which We in Juſtice to the Rev. 
= Mr. Whitfield, and the Managers of the ſaid Houſe, do hereby 
WW declare, appear to us to be faithfully and juſtly applied o and 


for the Ule and Benefit of the ſaid Houſe only. 4 
| V. Woedroofe, 
| W. Evan, 
. Rufjel, 


Sworn this 16th Day of April, 1746, before us, Baihiffs of Sa. 
vannah: In Juſitfcation whereot we have hereunto fixed our 


Hands and the Common Seal. 
OT 5 Hen, Parker, 
n. Spencer, 


” * 


- >. Sue . 


E 


30 Pounds are deducted by the College for Non- 


Reſidence: The Remainder, with the Profits ari- 


ſing from the Sale of his Books, are ſo entirelv laid 


out in carrying on the Great and Good Work he is 


| 
| 
{ 


engaged in, that he ſcarcely provides Ncceſſaries 
for Himſelf. This is a true Relation of that Good 


Man's Eſtate, of whom you are pleaſed roundly 
and falſely to affirm, © That he has a better Income 


© than moſt of our Biſhops,” Prove your Aſſorti- 


tion. And as to the Underhand Lay-Praters (as 
* you call them) I have Reaſon to aſſert, Sc. ey | 


may be ſuppoſed to be in a better Way of Living 


© than the Generality of our Vicars and* Curates. 


This you likewiſe wou'd impoſe upon the World | 
for Truth. Pray, make a careful, impartial En- 
quiry into this Matter: You may do it with little 


Trouble, no Expence, and in your own Pariſh. 


Wbat can a Penny or two once à Fortnight from 


the abler Sort do for them! ? The Poor are excuſed, 


and no one oblig'd to give any Thing. Were the 


Generality of Vicars and Curates no better pro- 


vided for; Were their Livings as poor and preca- 
rious; and their Labours as indiſpenſably painful 
and irkſome, there wou'd be none ſuch ſtriving for 


them, nor half ſo many, as, it is to be feared, there 


are, ready, Anamas and Safphira-like, to lie to the 


Hor v GuosT in laying they are moved, Sc, 
Vc, Se. 

J ſhall only take Notice of this one Thing more 
in your Marginal Reference, and that 1s the Offence 
you take at Men attempting to preach, © Who have 
never been-converſant further than the Plough.” 


A Plough !:Sir; An edifying Machine! Were you 


well at it, it vou d not only beſt become the 
Name yu are pleaſed to give Yourſelf of * 


1 


Can- 4 


N. * 4 \ 
BY ed 
n 


Tl 


may make, as good a Prieſt, as a Popiſh Academy 
Try the Expedient a While; and who knows but 


3 you think it a Diſgrace to follow a Lay- 


| Prater from that Inſtrument, remember for your 


7 a „ 


Credit and Comfort, that Eliſba was plowing 
With twelve Yokes of Oxen, when He was call'd 
to ſucceed Elijah in the Prophetick Office? + and 

St.CGhryſoſtom, as afore obſerved, has ſpoke very ho- 
nourably of a Plowman: Where then can be the 
Harm or Shame in ſuch a Call? However, Ne 


evi, magne Sacerdos. Be not offended, 1 only 


_ propoſe it. 

[page 19th) © What Aill, ſay you, is a greater 
une is, they really are unacquainted with 
the Nature of preaching and inftructing, Here 
is another ſtrange Proof of theſe Praters Inſuffici- 
ency : But what is it? Why, Inſtead of laying 
_ © down the plain, eaſy, Rules of the Chriſtian Diſ- 
penſation, they dwell too often (what a Reaſon is 
this for their Inſufficiency) on the grand Myſte- 
ries of Election and Reprobat ion, which belong 
to Gop,' Indeed, Sir, 'tis neither my Deſign, 
| nor Deſire to meddle with this Opinion; I profeſs 
the Univerſal Scheme, and believe, though it may 
be true in the Opinion of ſome, that there are a 
ſelect Number, given by the FATHER to the Sox, 


as the Reward of His Toil and Sufferings, which 


ſhall be infallibly brought in, and faved, and ſo far 
aan abſolute, uncoacitional Election, as to ſuch, ad- 
i mitted; Þ that CHRIST Irsos died for the Salva- 8 


tion 


* In Eogliſh 3 alias Hazbandman, White, 
11 Kings xix. 19. 20. D 


Candidus *, but poſſibly, you might receive the firſt 
true Call to the Miniftry from thence : A Plough 


tl 


tion of all Men; and that all Men therefore may be 


ſaved, The greateſt Part of this Paragraph con- 
cerns thoſe Methodiſts, if they pleaſe to anſwer it, 
who are in that Way of thinking; whom never 
theleſs I own and eſteem, as Brethren in CHRIST 


Ixsus; and think it my Duty ſo far to vindicate 


them from that paltry, ridiculous Aſperſion you 


wou'd faſten on them, as to aſſert that whereas ſome 


hold the peculiar, ſome the univerſal Scheme, and 


others both, there are as eminent and pious Divines 5 
hold the firſt, as thoſe, who eſpouſe either of the 
other: And therefore why any, that at this Day 


preach this Doctrine, ſhou'd on that Accountbe look'd . 


upon, to be really unacquainted with the Nature of | 
preaching and exhortiug, I cannot underſtand, 


If you mean that they make the very Life and 


Subſtance of Religion to conſiſt in holding and 
teaching this Doctrine: I muſt own you are right 


in affirming that they are unacquainted with the 


true Nature of preaching ' and iuſtructing; and fo 
they are who place it in any other Opinion. Res 

ligion to be ſure is a Reality: A Man is made by 
it, what he never was before; Opinion herein is 


mere Nothing. There are among the Methodiſts 
that hold both this and the other Opinions aforeſaid ; 


but have better learn'd CuriIsT, I truſt, than to 


repole their Hope and Confidence of eternal Life 


in their favourite Way of thinking; fo far from it, 


that they own that though a Man be never ſo te- 
nactous thereof, and orthodox in the Faith, he may 
periſh for gy 'Tis not what we hold, but £5 ns we 


are, that makes us Chriſtians. Hoate-i is it alto that 


Difference in Opinion with them makes no Diffe- 
rence of Affection. As they have put on the Lord 
$5095, their Care and Delight is only to walk in 
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Him, and to love, as Brethren, for Dear Irsv' 3 
Sake. | 
But then what is the true Nature of Preaching 
and Exhorting 2 What ſhou'd we Miniſters, Stew- 
ards, if we know what we are, of the manifold 
1 Grace of God, preach and exhart 1 In the Cloſe of 
this Paragraph are theſe ſtrange Words, © T fay 
| © nothing of the Terms of New Birth and Rege- 
© neration, which mean in plain Engliſh, Repen- 
* tance, a Chanze of Heart, a Curverſion to Gop.“ 
But where or what cou'd you have ſaid better ? 

Theſe and other Doctrines, are the Subftance of 
what we ſhou'd preach : Have yon done it in ſay- 
; ing New Birth and Regeneration are Repentance, 
© a Change of Heart, and Converſton to Gop.“ As 
if New-Birth and Regeneration were unintelligible 
Terms uſed by theſe Men to amuſe and puzzle their 
Hearers with; But every Body (which I with they 

did) muſt know what Kepentance, Sc. mean. 
Theſe Terms alſo, as familiar, as you think them 
to be, are no more intelligible than the other, 
Hut we all preach up "theſe Truths.” Some, I 
hope do. I wiſh you be one of them, The next _ 
Words ſuggeſt but very ſmall Reaſon to believe it. 
© But which in the Mouths of 1everal of theſe In- 
* ſtruors convey a further Idea of perfeff Righte- 
+ oujneſs, and a State free from Sin (evident Im- 
polfibilities.) You take Care to preach, @ Change 
of Heart and Converſion to God, but ſuch we are 
to underſtand, as allows Men in the Commiſſion of 
Sin, otherwiſe 'tis an evident Impoſſibility. Pretty 
2 eaching and Exhorting, indeed ! In what Manner 
however the Met hodiſts underſtand and teach theſe 
Truths has been ſufficiently ſhewn in my Account 
of their Exinciples and DoGtrines, The Ln wa, 
PIR ave. 
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Familie ies better than eyer they did before. 


{ „ 


have ſcen are not inconſiſtent with thoſe of the 


Church of Enzland ; and I heartily embrace them, 
Wou'd Go all Men did fo. 


Page 21ſt, You haſten to your ſecond Propoſi- 


tion, under which you pretend to lay down, * Such 


© perſi: ifive Inferences or Obſervations, as may poſ- 
bs ſibly prevent all this Confuſion and other notorious 
ill Conſequences.” ; 
The firſt is an Intreaty, * of this Set of People 
to look into themſelves with a little more Cir- 
cumſpection and Impartiality to examine the Pre- 
judices of their Hearts, and what real Grounds 
they have to rebel againſt the Canons and Articles 
of the beſt of Churches.” Phyſician heal thyſelf; 


A 


A 


Pray, pull the Beam out of your own Hie. This 


Intreaty concerns not the Methodiſts, as being no 


V. iolaters, but Afertors of them; at leaſt in a 
fuller Manner, than the Generality of her Pretended 
Members do. 


In the next Paragraph, pregnant with aVariety of 
falſe Inſinuations you beg of them to conſider, 


_ * how our Diſſenting Enemies will triumph on this 
* freſh Diſunion.” When you or they can prove 


that the Methodiſts occaſion a freſh Diſunion by their 

1 Conduct, both you and they may triumph. 
Induſtrious Trade alſo, in Conſequence of f 
© many conſtant tendances on this new Mode! of 


0 Worſhipping the CrraTor (as old however, as 


the Days of Our LorD and His Apoſtles) will 
become an idle „ Sir, in my own, in 
others, and, I dare ſay, in your Pariſh allo, the 


conftant Att aeg on this new Model of I. orſt ip, 


as you falſely call it, are more induſtrious in their 
Trade and other Occupations, and maintain their 


But, 
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But, Sir, I make the following Appeal to your 
own Conſcience, whether you don't believe that 


Trade receives more Obſtruction and real Detriment, 
in one Week, from Numbers that run a-hynting ; 
from N ambers more, that allow themſelves invari- 


ous, idle Diverſions, an Hour, two, or ſometimes 


three, daily, for what! is vulgarly call d a N8on-fit, 
and from many yet more, who loiter away theit 
precious Time on a Market-Day in your Town, in 


Drunkenneſs, Janglings, and divers ether frivolous 
Matters, than from all that give the conſtanteſt Atten- 
dance to this New Model 'of Worſhip, in the Space 


Of: two or three Months. Admitting theſe People 
are in an Error, is not their Conduct rather than 


that of thoſe others, more likely to bring a Bleſſing 


to youf Trade? But ſuppoſing, that this Model of 
Worſhip, ſo contemptible in your Eye, be truly 
Chriſtian, as, I hope, is evidently proved before, 
and conſequently altogether agrecable to the Will 


of Gop, muſt not its Devotees be thoſe Only, in 
whoſe Hands, by whoſe Means, and tor Whole 


| Sakes Gop will proſper it 


Conſider (ſay you in the next Place) how Fa- 


$ mily Affairs will ſuffer an inevitable Neglect.“ 
This is as groundleſs and diſingenuous an Inſinua- 


tion as the laſt, You ſeem willing to fay any 
Thing, rather than ſay trug. This requires a ge- 


neral Proof, for an Inſtance or two, in ſuch a Caſe | 


as this, amounts to no more than only to ſhew that 


the bad Behaviour of a few may blemiſh a good 
Cauſe, and the other wiſe irreproveable Conduct of 


the Whole. This is a common Device of Satan, 


and you ſeem as well in this, as in moſt you have 


faid hitherto, mightily inclined to ſecond Old Har- 


will 


hr ae * 
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will ſuffer. Remember, Vill is one Tenſe and 
doth is another. Do Family Concerns therefore, 
and that in a general Way, ſuffer, what you, as 
| boldly, as 18 term an inevitable Neglect? 
A Neglect, you add, which may unfortunate- 
3 ly prevent the Education of Children.” What 
Education is here meant? Is it in Literature, in 
Religion, or which you ſeem moſt concern'd for, 
in Trade 2 Haye any of the Methodiſts, who had 
aforetime deſigned to have given their Children a 
liberal Education, taken them from School ſince; 
or neglected to keep them conſtantly thereto · Or | 
do they not mind to bring them up in Religion, in 
the Nurture aud Admonition, and to the Praiſe 
and Glory of the Lox, fo well as before. I doubt 
not, but upon an ingenuous Enquiry you will find 


_ that they do it much better: Yea many will be found 


to do this now; that never did, nor perhaps ever 
wou'd, have done it, had they never followed the 
Methodiſts. How many in your Pariſh take the 
{ame Care, that theſe People do, in this Reſpect? 
Or lafily, do they not in general (for an alkanes 
or two, as aforeſaid, can be no Exception) teach 
and innure their Children to Trade, and Incuſtry 

therein, as well, if not much better now than be- 
fore? Surely then Methodiſim can in this Reſpect 
be no Sennen of the Ruin of A riſine Generation. 
Away then, tor Shame, with ſuch malicious Prog- 
noſtications and malevolent May Bc's.. 

The Subſtance of your next Pk might be 
readily granted: The Methodiſts deny not Lear ning 
and Education to be- uſeful for the Purpoſes ycu 
mention, or that ſuch Evils, as you intimate, might 
poſſibly attend the Want of them. Some Thing 
not unlike this has been in Hand before. 8 is 
| 18 


„ „ „ 


I © the abovementioned Qualifications.“ 
thodiſts deſpiſe not Learning on theſe Accounts 
either. e nt 
This they believe, that Learning, even on theſe 
Accounts, is not as neceſſary in theſe Days, as for- 


WL learns this: The Other, 


yo | 
this that you have ſaid in this Place all that you 
intend by Learning and Education? No, we are to 


gueſs at ſomething that better connects with the 


reſt of your Diſcourſe. And that we muſt gather 
out of the Margin; namely that they deſpiſe Lear- 


ning and Education for the Uſes of © demonſtra- 
© tively proving the Veracity of the Holy Scrip- 


© tures; reconciling their apparent Contradictions; 


or explaining in a Maſterly Taſte, like a worthy 
Teacher, the Sacraments of the New Covenant. 
At this Diſtance of Time, Idioms alſo, Cuſtoms 


© and rational Proverbs are to be well known and 


* digeſted for theſe Purpoſes; But how without 


merly, There are ſo many Comments and Expo- 
fitions upon the Old and New Teſtament, done by 
the moſt able Authors, both ancient and modern, 


that little more can, or need, be added for the Un- 


derſtanding of the Sacred Text. I think there are 


far too many already extant, inſomuch, that there- 
by the genuine Senſe in many Places is rather ob- 
ſcured, tllaq illuſtrated: And this, I ſhou'd think, 


ſhou'd be æ ſufficient Warning, by the bye, not to 


lean too much upon humane Learning and Educa- 


tion in theſe Reſpects. For which Reaſon, the A. 


 thaiſts, as many truly wiſe and pious Men have 


done before them, prefer Experimental Divinity to 
all Letter-learned Performances, and cſteem 


it to be the beſt. Spring to practical Religion. 


The Hol GnosT alone teaches, and the Heart 
Man teaches, and the. 
; | Le 


[ 59 ] 


Head receives. In this all our wiſeſt Rabbies and 
moſt ſage Philoſophers are mere Fools: And the 
moſt illiterate Methodiſts, brought up at the Lo 
or Anvil, quite outſtrip and confound them; as I 

have before ſhewn. This Learning not all the 
Univerſities in Europe are able to teach. And yet 
no one witliout this, notwithſtanding the Advantage 


of the moſt eminent natural and acquired Parts, 
ought to aſſume the Office of the Pricithood, This | 


Has been already taken Notice of. | 
© Believe me, ſay you in the next Words: But 
Who can believe you after ſo many palpable Un- 


. truths? But, © believe me the Pretence of Religion | 
. perhaps occaſioned the greateſt Calamities, 
© and ſerved as a Cloke, even to the moſt inu- 


g mane Murders and Plunderings z the moſt inſa- 


© tiable Avarice and Luft.” But which Way and 1 


by whom? This I've already ſhewn. I ſhall only } 
5 add that in this, not only I, but any one, may be- 
lieve you. You pretend to Religion, and ſo do all 


the Banditti you lately headed, and at the ſamne 


Time have thro'ly convinced the World what Miſs |} 
chief and Confuſion Pretences to Religion can make. 
You herein have full well proved, Sir, the Old Pro- 
verb to be true, That a Parſon's Proathing aud 
Life ſhou'd be all of a Piece. 
Therefore it can be no Reflection upon your Cha- 
racter, I hope, to quote your own Words in the 
Cloſe of your Sermon, in this Place. I muſt beg 
Leave to aſſure you, that the Senſe of Duty 1 
* owe to my Gop, (to my Gop too) Does not 
your Text tell you, God is not the Author of 
Confufton but of Peace. Pray, who is youf God 
then? ſurcly not this Gap : The God you ferve, 
if we may conjecture os Paſir Conduct, is a God 
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who, you know, is for this very Reaſon called 
Dialolut, (a Scatterch abroad, or Maker of Con- 
fuji 01) by the Greeks and Romans. But however, 


* I muſt beg Leave to aſſure you, that the Senſe of 


Duty I owe to my Gon, the Obligations I am 


again! Niſum tencatis, Amici?) to ſee honeſt 
Induſtry flouriſh inſtead of ſuperſtitious Idleneſs, 


a 


"at 


Dream of the Nig ht, (and let me add, a Drum- 


there 1s no Danger,” 


* True Religion, you proceed, being a Sy tera 


« 


diſtical Doftrines. But one Thing ſeems all along 


wanting on your Part, and that is to let us know, 
what you call true Religion; You have ouefled 


well, indeed, at the Bleflinss attending it, but 


whilſt that is wanting, this avails little. 


In Page the 2oth, one might have thought, that 


Wl Repentance, a Chanze of Heart and Convorſion 
1 fo Gop, had meant at leaſt, what moſt Moraliſts 
1 | make 


bf Confuſion : And who can this be but the Devil 3 


under, not only as a regular Miniſter (regular in- 
deed 1 but as a rational Inhabitant ſrational, there 


will always g give me true Courage (Poor Man! =, 
to oppoſe to the uttermoſt Attempts (with your 
Leave, Sir, by the Methodiſts uhattempted) ſo 
unnatural and unjuſt. Thou art the Man! 
That the Methodiſts are a diſorderly People you 
have, indeed, over and over aſſerted, but never once 
| proved. May it not therefore be adviſeable to take 
pour own Counſel. Let us beware, leſt we take 
1 Superſtition for Religion, the Degradation of hu- 
mane Reaſon, the "Weakneſs of the Brain, a 


Head at Colne-Croſs ) terrifying indeed, where 
of real Reaſon, will always ftand the Teſt of a 


judicious Enquiry.” So it is, and fo it will, And 
to this I freely ſubmit my Account of the Met ho— 


ty 


e 5 
make of them, A turning from an evil to a good 
Life. But how far your Conceptions of Religion 
come ſhort even of this, the next Paragraph in- 


forms us. True Religion was never intended to 


© ſower our Tempers, to give us a Melancholy 


© Turn of Countenance, or even to deprive us of 


© the decent Conveniences and innocent Amuſe- 


ments of Life.” The very Language of an Epi- i 


1 cure ! The Dialect of a Rake or Debauchee ! Doc- 
trines adapted, to the very Purpoſe of promoting 


Licentiouſneſs and Libertiniſm. Tis ſaid, I con- 2 
feſs, on all Sides, that the Methodiſts preach Po- | 


ple beſide their Senſes. But you, it ſeems, chooſe }f 
another Way, dig. with the Prieſts of Iſrael, to | 
heal the Hart of the Danghter of Gov's People | 
/tehtly *, To you, we are to ſuppoſe 'tis a grie= 
vous Offence, and an egregious Error, that theſe Þ} 


Praters teach, that no one muſt frequent Ale- 
Houſes, Fairs, Paſtimes, or Diverſiuns of any 


Sort, upon Pain of eternal Damnation ; and that 
if Men hunt, game, or play at Tables, Cards or 
Dice, &c. they muſt go to Hell. By this Means 
they ſower Mens Tempers, and deprive them of 
_© the decent Conveniences and innocent Amuſe- 
ments of Life,” But you ſay alſo in theſe Caſes ; 
Peace, peace, when there is no peace +, And 
thus as it is with the People, ſo it is with the 
Prieſt. By this we may plainly ſee what a 
Preacher of Repentance and Converſion you are, 
or rather how little you are acquainted with either. 


Had you ever experienced aright, the Weight and 
Burden of Sin, the Irkſomneſs of Guilt, a wounded 
Spirit, the Wrath of Gop, the Condemnation and 
3 8 „„ Curſe 
* Ter, vi. 14. 1 Ibid, Pet 


David, * the Publican, + 
Taylor did ; || you wou'd ſcorn to talk G 


. have affirmed, 


f 82 1 

Curſe, of His Law, and the fearful Apprehenſions 
of Judgment to come: Had you ever felt when 
or the three thouſand, t 


or the 
wildly, of a ſowered Temper, or a melancholy turn 


of Countenance. Convictinn, or, which is the ſame 
Thing, Repertance, to which I have ſpoken beforc) 


is neceſſarily attended, I muſt tell you, with ſuch 


a Temper. W hoever are Strangers to this, are 
Strangers to true Converſion and Religion: But 


ſuch as have experienced theſe Things, can no more 


diſpenſe with what, tis but too evident, you call 
decent Conveniences or innocent Amuſements, no, 
not a Feſt or vain Word, than they can with the 
groſſeſt Act of Murder or Adultery. And yet you 
* We (as if you did) preach up Re- 


© pentance, Sc. as highly neceſſary. 
' You proceed, rather let us look on the Great 


© Deity, as the compaſſionate Father of Mankind.” 

Strange Divinity! Theſe Words, if they mean any 
Thing, mean what is moſt impious and profane. 
You Tepreſent that HoLy ONE, WHO 7s 0 3 - 


lonate 


Eyes than to behold Evil 9, as a compa 


FATHER to ſuch as live in it, as ONE that connives 


at innocent Diverſions, as you term it, and will 


never puniſh for them ; though nothing be more 


certain from His own Words than the Contrary **, 
This deluſory Doctrine has cauſed many poor 


Men on a dying Bed to look back upon a Life, 
thus ſpent, as no bad one; or of the leaſt dange- 
rous Conſequence to their 2 Welfare; nor are 


they, as they ought to be, exhorted by their Ghoſily 


* Pf. i. 6. 
| Afts xvi, 29, 
5d v. 4. 


f Luk. xvili. 13. 


4 Akts ii. 37. 
6 Heb. i. 15. 


* Eccleſ. xi. 9 


Fathers 
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N 5 „„ Tv 
g Fathers to repent thereof, upon Pain of their ever- 
” * laſting Ruin. Or ſhou'd they conſcientiouſly or 
0 curſorily mention theſe Follies, tis commonly paſs'd 
J | by, With an Oh! “ Gop is not extream to mark 
e ywhat is done amiſs; He will never enter into 


judgment with you on theſe Accounts; they are 
FF - © frivolous Trifles, or rather ſuch beneficial Recre- | 
3 * ations to humane Life, as Gop does rather ap= | 
prove, than blame us for,” Yes, O blind Leader | 
| of ſuch Blind, the AL MIGHTY, wisE and jus 
% Gov, I aguin aver, will as certainly and everlaſt- 
Fe ingly, if not, as ſeverely, puniſh the ſmalleſt Va- 
nity or Diverſion, as the moſt heinous and atrocious 
Parricide. Good LokD deliver us from ſuch do. 
Phyſicians as theſe be! How muſt Satan and Hell |} 
be beholden to ſuch ! What Numbers, may we | 
greatly fear, are thus decoyed into that Sl tomleſs 
Lake, where the Worm dyeth not, aud the Fire 
is never quenched 9 * It is ſhocking to hear that 
that very Compaſſion and Mercy, which principal- 
ly moved Gop to ſend His ONLY BEGOTTEN Son 
into the World to ſave us from eternal Death, ſhou'd 
be made uſe of as an Argument to involve us in it. | 
Thus much in Anſwer to your Sermon. If any | 
Thing may ſeem to be ſpoken with too much | 
Warmth, impute it not to Anger, or Want in any | 
wile of Charity and Benevolence; but to a Well- | 
meant Zeal for the Truth as zt is in Jrvs, and its : 
Votaries ; if you will not, you are welcome to do | 
as you pleaſe, What I deſire to add more is only |} 
24 few general Obſervations upon Methodi ſin, and a 
og Word of Exhortation to all Sorts of People. 
11 Methodiſm, fo call'd by Way of Reproach, is 

_ F _ 2a compleat Syſtem of Goſpel-Truthe, and a perfect 
1 * Mar, iz. 44. 
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more evident and undeniable will this appear. 
therefore needs muſt, and accordingly does, gain 
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Ta 1: 


Summary of Reformation-Principles. The more 


ingenuouſly and attentively Men ſearch into it, t 


0 


the Eſteem and Approbation of many of gvery 


Denomination. Notwithſtanding the general Op- 


poſition made to it on all Sides, it daily gains Ground. 
It's Progreſs, conſidering how feiv Years it is ſince 


its firſt Appearance, is ſurprizingly extenſive, It 
has all the Marks and Indications of a Divine Work. 


It aſcribes the Total of Man's Salvation, to the 


mere free Grace of Gop, the ſole merits of CuRIST, 


and the Operation of the HoLy GHOST. It makes 


Faith the Inſtrument, Jesus's Blood the Cauſe, 


and the SpIRIT the Diſcoverer of our Fuſtifca- 


tion. It attributes our Sanctification wholly to this 
Heavenly PARAcLETE. 
Alpha and Omega, the Author and Finiſher of our 
Faith. Its Sect is every where ſpoke againſt, It 
holds forth, not the Form merely, but the Lite and 
Power of Godlineſs alto. %%%%ͤͤ;%ł ee 


It makes Cuklsr the. 


Now may we hope, Sir, that the Knowledge 


of the Lokp, as the Prophet ſpeaks, or Righ- 
teouſneſs, even the Righteouſneſs which is of 

Gop *, by Faith in CHRIST, and Love and 7oy 
in the Hor] GuosrT +; the pure Religion of 
the Anointed One, ſhall fill the Earth, as the 
aters cover the Sea. Nay, from the won- 
derful Circumſtances of this bleſſed Work, the ge- 


neral Diſpoſition of Mankind to liſten to it, as afore- 

ſaid, and the free uninterrupted Acceſs it has made 

into various Kingdoms and Countries of Jate, there 
* Rom. x. 3. Phil. iii. 9. f Rom. xiv. 11. 
+ Hat, XI. 9. ry 
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is Reaſon to believe, that, in 87. Paul's Words, the 
Salvation (now) of the Gentiles will provoke the 
Jews toFealouſy, to forebode that the Time of their 
Call to embrace the Goſpel is near at Hand, and 


that that Blindneſs in Part, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, | 
 & which hath happened to Iſrael until the Fulneſs i 
© of the Gentiles be come in {and this ſeems to be 


ce the Period for it) is now near an End; and fo 
* all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved, * 1 0 


I defire Leave, in the laſt Place, to give a Word i} 
or two of Advice and Exhortation to all Sorts of 
People: And to you firſt I addreſs myſelf, who are 
already Chriſtians, that is, now Our Savioun, 


have Peace with Gop through Him, and rejoice 


-" Þs the Hope of the Glory of GOD. Adhere ſtedfaſt- 
ly to our Eftablifh'd Church all your Days, if you 
have been brought up in Her Communion. For 


this, you know, is altogether conſiſtent with your 
Principles: A true Methodiſt is no other than a 


true Member of the Church; nor does Methodiſm 
make any Schiſmaticks. Are you Diſenters ? Tis 
full the ſame. You are now more than ever eſta- 


bliſh'd upon the main Plan of your reſpective De- 


nomination, arid therefore ought not to ſeparate 


yourſelves from your own Communion, in any wie, 


on this Account, But be ſure you neglect not your 
Baud, Claſs, or Society- mectiugs. Attend public 
Exhortations, as conſtantly, as you poſſibly can; 
and plead no Excuſes for your Abſence on any of 
theſe Occaſions, but ſuch as your Conſcience tells 
vou, Gop will diſpenſe with at thegreat Day of Judg- 
ment, Place not Religion in Opinion, nor imagine 
that what you 4now, but what you arc, if you are 


| what you H be, declarcs you a Chriſtian : The 


former 


% 


F Fo 9 

former makes you miſerable, the latter happy in- 
| deed. Faith, remember, is Feeling; Religion a 
' Reality, and the Word of Gop the Soul's Food and 
| Nouriſhment. Hear it therefore for Soul-feeding ; 
meditate much upon what you read and hear. Me- 
ditation may be call'd the Soul's Chewing : And as 


Experience tells us, that the better we chew our 


Meat, the better it digeſts and nouriſhes our Bodies; 
in like Manner thro' cloſe Meditation does the Word 


benefit our Souls. Never think you have heard it 
to Purpoſe, if you feel not the Power and Virtue of 

it in your Hearts. One of our Homilies ſpeaks at- 
ter this Manner: Not He, that reads moſt, pro- 
fits moſt; but He, that is moſt turned into what 
he reads, and is moſt inſpired. with the Hory 


* GnosT *,” Was not this the Holy Pfalmiſt's 


Practice and Experience, .. 119. Meditate fre- 
quently upon your natural and fallen Eſtate, and 
every miſerable Circumſtance thereof; but parti- 

cularly upon the Life, Death and Sufferings of Our 

Dear SaviouR. Theſe Meditations will conduce 


much to the humbling of your Hearts, (a Thing, 
ve are, notwithſtanding the Advantages of Grace, 
too, too remils in,) and to the Glory of Gor, who 


hath done ſo great Things for your Souls through _ 
His Only Begotten and Beloved Son : Yea, the 


more you do thus, the more will you diſcover of 


' the abundantGrace and Mercy of Gop in pardoning 
ye and the more will your Love and Obedience 


_ encreale towards Him. Divert yourſelves, eſpecially 


at ſuch Intervals as you are freeſt from Conflict and 
Temptation, as the Apoſtle directs, in Plaims and 


Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, ſinging with Grace in your 


. * Hom, of Exhortation to reading the Holy Scripture, Pr. iſt. 


FI" 
—— 


* 


vs 


be a continual Exerciſe. Remember the Apoſtle's 


Seaſons of Temptation: Yea, even then, when, 
as it often happens, you feel the greateſt Indifference 
and Averfion to it. Prayer muſt not be declined at 

ſuch Times by any Means; Tis one moſt intimate 
Part of your Communion with Gop; as well as a 


the Devil can interrupt and break off this Inter- 
courſe with the ALMIGHTY ; he will; becauſe he | 
very well knows, that a Declenſion from Prayer, is 
always attended with a Suſpenſion of Bleſſings, and 


Aſſiſtance at any Time than now. And though the 


great, inſomuch that you can hardly utter a Word 
with your Lips, nor perceive the leaſt Motion of |! 
your Heart thereto ; yet, the Soul, if you obſerve |} 
attentively, is all the while uneaſy, grieves that it 


pray, and languiſhes for Want of Enlargement 
therein. This Uncaſineſs you may aſſure yourſelves 


and this Conatus, or anxious Defire after Liberty 
to Prayer, is indeed the beft of Prayer. Stick faſt 
to it: Hold you there and all will be well: Your 
Intercourſe with Heaven ſhall ſhortly be open'd a- 
gain. Obſerve all the Ordinances of Gop diligent- 
ly, and particularly that of the LoRD's Supper. A 


„„ OY 
Hearts to the LoD. For if any be merry, ſays St. 
James, let him ſing Pſalms +. Prayer alſo muſt |] 


IG ans - 


Advice, Be inſtant in Prayer t, continue in the 
ſame ||, and that without ceaſing F, eſpecially in 
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making your Requeſts known to Him **, And if 


** ———— 
— Po 


that you have ſcarcely more Need of the Divine | 


Indifference, I am here ſpeaking of, be never ſo 


cannot pray, yea, grieves that it cannot grieve to 


is the Spirit's Conatus, if I may ſo ſpeak, to pray; 


* Col. iii, 16. f Jam. v. 13. + Rom. Kii. 2. 
Il Col, iv. 2. © Thef, v. 17. * Phil, iv. 5. 


preſent 


. e 
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preſent Bleſſing attends it. If You fit down in 
Faith to the Holy Table, You then, as really eat 


the Fleſh of Citzrsr and drink His Blood ſpiritu- 


ally; as You do the Bread and Wine bodily : And 
the ſame nutritive and refreſhing Virtue will You 
experience the Soul to receive from thoſe, as the 


Body from theſe. 


Conſider ſeriouſly the manifold and mighty Ob- 


ligations you are indiſpenſably under to live to the 


Praiſe and the Pleaſure of that All-great, All-glo- 
rious, and All-gracious Lord and SAVvICOUR, WHO 


| hath done fo great Things for You, as through H1s 
 Righteonſneſs and Blood-ſhedding only, to redeem 


You from all Your Iniquities ; to ranſom You from 


| eternal Wrath and Damnation; to ſeal you with 
| His noLy SpIkIT wnto the Day of Redemption ; 


il 70 ſonfify and cleanſe Jon thereby from all Fil- 


thine(s of Fleſh and Spirit, to perfect Holineſs in 
the Fear of Gor +, and to make Toi meet to be 
| Partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in 


Tilt 1. O, I beſeech You again and again, 
cConſider and lay deeply to Heart, how indiſpen- 
Bi fably obliged You are on theſe, and innumerable 
bother important Accounts, by Thought, Word, and 

Deed in Heart, Lip and Life, to live ſolely to His 
WW Glory all the Days of your appointed Time, until 
i your Change come. Remember, Dear Brethren, 


and Siſters, Remember, Jou have laid your Hands 


10 CurisT's Plough, and are by no Means to lo 
back || : If you do, His own Mouth has expreſly 


declared, that you are not fit for His Kingdom 8. 
Tn”. Fo __ Pray, 


C 


To BY | ers BEL 25 . | | | 
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Pray, Remember Lot's Wife ; and that it is he |} 
alone, that endureth to the End, ſhall be ſaved *, 
Can any Thing be more reaſonable than to devote 
the ſmall Remains of Life allotted ns here, to His 
Service ? Who has nere Mercy and free Grace 
2iꝛven to us to be His Only Beloved Sox's Members, 
His Own Children, and the Heirs of eternal Glory, 
* and that even in Hts Own Preſence where there 
is Fulneſs of” Toy, at Wnosꝝ Right Hand are 
Pleaſure for evermore . If ye love Mz, lep 
my Commandments 7. Love is the Main-Spring 
of Obedience; and this miſt conſiſt not only in 
doing, but in ſufferings. Bear the Croſs therefore 
and follow your Lon, counting it all Joy to ſuf- 
fer for His Sake: Think it not ſtrange concerning 
the fiery Trial that muſt try you. Our Lord, 
the Glorious Captain of our Salvation, © for the 
© Toy that was ſet before Him, endured the Croſs 
deſpiſing the Shame, and is ( now) ſet down at 
the right Hand of the Throne of God ||, Mars 
© vel not, my Brethren, (ſays St. John) If the 
© World hate you F.“ ＋is a Sign you are the 
Children of Gop, if the World hate you for the 
Profeſſion of CaRIST. If the World hate you, 
lays Our SaviouR, ye know that it hated me, be- 
fre it hated you. If You were of the World, the 
World wou'd love his own; but . becauſe Ye are 
not of the World, but I have choſen you out of 
the World, therefore the World hateth You **, 
And as you are deſired to teſtify your Love to our 
I Dear Saviovs, not only by doing, but ſuffering, 
all Things for Hts Precious Name and bleſled Gol 
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which is in Heaven . 
ſons I have juſt before offered, to enforce your 
Obligation to ſuch Circumſpection; but conſider 
withal that the Eye of both Gop and Men are upon 


Tou continually : 


any Man, that the Truth as it is Jesvs be not 


blamed. There is nothing more ſcandalous and 
deſervedly ridiculous than a diſorderly Profeſſor of | 
the Goſpel. 
ſuch a One does not only bring His whole Conver- 
tion to be ſuſpected of Hypocriſy, but a general Con- 
tempt upon our moſt Holy Religion, and upon all 
| Indeed, 
the Exils conſequent upon our Miſcarriages are both 
many and monſtrous, and therefore as you value 
' CGop's Love to you, and tender His Honour, I be- 
eech you, I maſt earneſtly beſeech 
I let your Light ſhine before Men, that they ſeeing; 


One ſingle Inſtance of Immorality in 


that Caceres and irreproveably profeſs it. 


* your good Works may glorify Your FarhrR, 
Conſider, not only the Rea- 


He looks at the Heart, and they 


at the Habit. In a Word therefore, give all Dili- 


Face (in the Words of St. peter I beg of you, 


* to add to your Faith, Virtue ; and to Virtue, 


% Knowledge; and to Knowledge, Temperance ; 
and to Temperance, Patience; 


“ Godlineſs; and to Godlineſs, Brotherly Kind- 


—- nels; to Brotherly Kindneſs, Charity ; for if 
* thele 155 
you, that ye ſhall not be barren, or unfruitful 


ngs be in You, and abound, they make 


in the Knowledge of our Lord jrsvs CHRIST. 


Finally Brethren, whatſoever Things are true; 
* whatſoever Things are honeſt ; whatſoever Things 
s are juſt; whatſoever Things are pure; whatſo- 

ever er Things are lovely ; whatſoever Things are 
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a Matt. v. 16 


So be careful to give none Offence to 


you, 4 ſo to 


and to Patience, 


© — — 


"$00, Paul and if there be any Praiſe, think of | 


( 91 ] 2. 
ee of good Report: If there be any Virtue, ſays 


** theſe Thines : Theſe Things which Ve have 
5 both learn'd, and receiv'd, and heard, and ſeen, 


- 


e do, and the Gov of all Peace ſhall (undoubtedly) | 


e be With Feu 
My next Advice is to you, who are awaked to 


| ſee your Sin and Shame and Guilt before God, are 
heavy laden with the Senſe of it, and have not yet | 
found Deliverance, Reft and Peace through Faith |} 
in the Blood of Irsus. Though you have not yet 


raſted, in the Pſalmiſt's Words, that the Lokp is 


_ Gracious, this ſhon'd not diſcourage You. Your |} 
preſent Diftreſs of Soul is the Work of the Loxp, |} 
To Him alone it belongs to convince, as well as 
to convert, Conviction is not only neceſſarily previ- 
ous to Converſion, but expreſly attributed to the Office 


of the Horx SPIRIT. When the CoMPoRTER is 
come, ſays our Lorp, He will reprove (in the 


0 Margin of our Bible, convince) the World of 
EF * Sin (firſt, then) of Righteouſneſs, and (laſtly)- of 


judgment +. Be ſure, if you feel but the leaſt 


'* Concern upon your Conſcience for Sin, Your Day 


** of Grace is not yet paſt ; that that Dear LoRD, 


Who. takes Pleaſure in chewing Mercy, ſtill waits 


to be Gracious, and that the deeper You are effected 
with Compunction, Terror and Diſpair, the nearer 
are You to the Day of your Redemption, Take the 


following Counſel in your preſent Circumſtances. Be 
diligent in the Uſe of the Means of Grace, Give as {| 
conſtant Attendance, as You poflibly can, to hearing 
the Word and Exhortation. Meditate much, and 


digeſt well what you hear. Do the ſame by what 1 
You read. Converſe chiefly with ſuch as are Juſti= 1 


ed, 
* 2 pet. i i. 5, 8. + Phil, ; Iv, 8, 9» 


Tei 


fted, and have received Remiſſion of their Sins, 
Which is the i:me Thing, as afore ſhewn, or in St. 
Paul's Words, have Peace with Gon throueh 0 


Loxp Jxsus Cnnisr 4. Theſe Men, as Experi- 


i. ence in this, as well as other Matters, is allowed to 


be the beſt Maſter, will always give you the beſt 


Inſtruction and moſt Satisfaction. Indeed, ſuch on- 
ly can do it: Tis in no Man's Power beſides: 
Therefore, I urge it again, be much in the Com- 


pany, and al way upon the Enquiry, of ſuch People. 
The Reaſon is obvious; Becauſe they have been in 


oh very fame, or the like Condition betore you. 


II, as above hinted, Your Convidiions encreaſe, 
and your Condition grows apparently more and more 


deſperate, inſomuch that, at laſt, you are brought 


to the very Brink of Diſpair, feeling the W rath of 
a juſt Gop heavy vpon yov, all Pro pect of Mercy 


| e Salvation vaniſh'd, and no Signs, or Glimpſe, of 


any Thing remaining, fave à certain fearful looking 


for of Judgment and fiery Indignation; You are then 


upon the Threſhold of Me 1cy, and the Day of 
your Redemption draweth niah . Shortly ſhall 
you hear the SaviouR's Voice ; © Sons, be of good 


s Cheer, Your Sins are forgiven you tf. Shortly 
ſhall you experience the Lile, Virtue and Comſort 

of the REDFEMER's Blood in your Heart, Shortly 

ſhall you receive the HoLy Gnosr, which ſhall 


d well with Jou and in Tow for Ever ||, if you 


grieve Him wor &F In a Werd; Shortly ſhall you 


ice] CuRIST's Kingacm ſet up within you; and 
that it is, as St. Paul bath caperjmentally and e 


1 Nom. „ Rem v. i 1 Mars il. 5. 
N Jeb xly. 16, 17. | 9 Ephel. Iv. 30. | | 


mec 


# 93 | 


affirmed, "* Righteouſneſs and Peace and Joy in 
de the HoLy GnosT , and ſhall rejoice in the | 
Hope of the Glory of Gop ＋.“ In this Condi- 
tion, you will find yourſelves frequently and ſeverely | 
tempted by the Devil with Hlaſphemous, and evit | 
Thoughts and Imaginations, which will greatly di- 
ſtreſs your Souls, and add no little to the Weight 
of your Convictions. Enemies will be raiſed a- 
gainſt you on all Sides; Your Boſom Friends will 
become your moſt implacable Adverſaries; Vour 
bittereſt Foes will be thoſe of your own Houſbold, = 
and they that eat of your Bread, will lift up | 
their Heel againſt Tou. They will call You Me- 
lancholicks and Madmen, and what not, and ſay ; 
all Manner of Evil againſt Zou. All this origi- 
nally proceeds from the Artifice and Malice of the | 


Devil. And no wonder; Becauſe, he perceives, ge 


is now in Danger of loſing You. Sometimes Satan 
will take another Way of deluding you, and that 
is, by infuſing into your Breaſts a Fear of Scandal 
and Shame and Suffering for the Sake of what you 


feet ; and at other Times he will labour to delude | 


You, by exciting now and then ſtrong Deſires af- 
ter the good Things and Pleaſures of the World | 
in your Minds. And one Device more, among 
the many, that might be named, which I ſhall 
mention, as made ule of by the wicked one, in 
this Caſe, is the Flattery and friendly Speeches 
of your Friends and Relations: A Father's fine 
Promiles, and a Mather's, or a Wife's Teas, 
are dangerous Wiles, and but too often fatal De- 
luſions. In the Beginning of your Convictions, 
pefore Your Hearts are deeply wrought upon, wy 

* 
* Rom. xiv, 1% 7 Rom, 5 tio =_ 
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and Virtuous Part of Mankind. 
| make themſelves, 
* own Saviour, and their good Lives meritorious of 
eternal Salvation and Happineſs. And they are re- 


"—— 
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 hved in a 


fequence is much the fame. 
fame common Danger of Damnation, if the Goſpel 


11 the Devices Alben, eſocrially the two laſt, as 
Aran very well knows, will eafily fie and quench 
your Concern, and draw You back, Nor are You 
ever ſafe, though the Danger may be ſome what 


| tefs, in deeper Conviction, ſo long as You are ſhort 
of a ſure Hope and Conſolation 1 in CHRIST. 0 


Pray, be careful and watchful over ; Yourſelves Z 
You are in the Way to CHRIST. O that 


You may come forward, however /abouring and 


 beavy laden, till CurisT, as Hr hath graciouſly 
promiſed (and can Hr lye ?) ?) fall give you Reſt *. 
F You draw back, 

called again, My Soul, ſays the LoRD, 
70 Pleaſure in Him *. 
almoſt faid ; better were it for You, may You 


"tis As to one You are never 
ſhall have 
Wo be to You, I had 
Vourſelves lar 


Tou had never been born. Pray 


1 addreſs myſelf ; in the next Place to the Moral 
Theſe generally | 
as I have afore ſhewn, their 


ducible to two Sorts : Either ſuch as have always 
ſtrictly devout and religious Way z. or 
are lately turn'd to this from an irreligious and vi- 
eious Life: But whether be the Cale, the Con- 
You are all in-the 


be true : For this only ſets forth Jess CHRIST 


for the fole Way, Truth and Lite, aſſuring us, 
that uo Man can come to the FATHER} y_ 


„Matt. xl, 58. 1 Heb, x. 38. 1 Lu. xvii. 32. 
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* be ſaved f.' Every one therefore, and parti- 
cularly ſuch as theſe, that truſt in another Thing, 
ſhall be damm d. Alas, You think You are Con- 
verts and Chriſtians ! I have ſaid enough, E hope, 


in its Place before to convince You of your Error. 


In a Word; You that have been virtuouſly diſpoſed 
from Your Youth up, imagine You neyer needed 
a Converſion ; and You that have reformed, 


conceit that Converſion is Nothing, but turning | 

from a bad to a good Life. The true and only Con- 
verſion, be it known unto you, is turning to the LoR pd. 
When you turn from a vicious to a virtuous 
Courſe, You are but turned from the Service of the 


Dewl to the Service of Jourſelves; that is, from 


one Devil to another. For of us, who think we | 


do good, * there is none that doth 5 no not one; + 
CC 


are we not naturally earthly | ſend] ay, deviliſh ? | 


Are not all our ebene e hy Rags? 8 * ö 
And what is it but to ſerve Ouricives, when we | 
hope thereby to {ave Ourſelves ? And what is it 


but to ſave Ourſelves, when we look in any wiſe 
to obtain Remiſſion of Sins, the Favour of Gon, 


and eternal Life by what we do? Is it not evident, 


as afore-ſhewn, that ſuch good Livers are in as 
bad, if not in a far more dangerous and damnable 
State, than thoſe who ſerve the Devil in all Man- 
ner of Senſuality and Vice: This cannot) but the 


other may, blind you: And the more blind a Man's 
Condition makes him, the more dangerous and fa- 


tal may it prove to him. Thus it was with the 


Scribes and Phariſees of old; and thus it is with 


«© by HTM *; and that there is none other Name | 
under Heaven among Men, whereby we muſt 


« Toh. xiv, 6. f Jo. xiv. 6. Ads i ir. 12. 4 Plat xiv. 2. 
1 Jam. tu, 29. 5 lla. Ixix. 6. 
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. you PAC all of your Way of thinking. Pray, reflec 
ſeriouſlyupon yourCaſe: Read and examine diligently | 

| the Goſpel, and next to it, the Homilies, 39 Articles, 
Catechiſm and Liturgy of our Church; or, if you 


are Diſſenters, your own Catechiſms, Sc. You will 
find, as the Apoſtle ſays, Tou can neither will nos 
do *; and that whether you once fin actually, 
or never, you are damn'd for ever. Hear theſe 
Preachers, and all that bring the ſame Meſſage with 
them. It is ſound, Orthodox and Evangelical, and 
vou ſhall never periſh. One main Part of it being 
to turn from your own Righteouſneſs, to lay 
Hold of the Saviour's Righteouſneſs, and ſo to be 
ſaved. Go ye, I pray, and dv likewiſe. 8 - 
Muy laſt Advice is to the Wicked, Vicious and 
profane Sort. © If the Righteous can (ſo) ſcarcely 
be ſaved, where, as the Holy Apoſtle aſks, ſhall 
= © the Ungodly and Sinner appear > * Though 
they have a chimerical Gourd to cover them; yet 
WW you, alas, have nought at all to truſt to, or boaſt 
of; You mutt be obliged to plead guilty at firſt to 
| the Charge of an Ades and juſt judge, 
ſtand ſpeechleſs, and tacitly ſubmit to a Sentence of 
wr Puniſhment, not only eternal, but adequate to all 
pour Sins at the Jaſt Day: And how ſoon this, or 
the Hour of Death may ſurprize you, you know 
not; when this Puniſhment © Snares, Fire and 
1 Brimſtone, Storm and Tempeſt ſhall be rained 
on you for ever 1. Pray, How will you 
< dwell in eternal Fire? How will you dwell with 
* everlaſting Burnings ? || '” Conſider further, when 
yo have dwelt therein, as many thouſands of _ 
. Fears; as there have been Blades of Graſs upon the _ 
earth, 
+ 2 Pet. iv, 18. F 
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phil. ji. 8 
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Earth; from the | Begining of the World to i Y 
Day, or to the End of it, you are not one Moment 
_ nearer the End of your Torment, than when you 
were at firſt caſt into it. Conider withal, the In- 
tenieneſs, as well as Duration thereof. All this 
Time your Souls and Bodies muſt lie in thoſe Flames 
a Thouſand Times hotter than the hotteſt Bar of 
Iron in a Forge. O conſider this, all you that 
indulge yourſelves “ in the Luſt of the Fleſh, the 


cc 


3 


Tat 


*© Luſt of the Eye, and the Pride of Life *, who 


cc 


Unclearineſs with Greedineſs +,” Are you con- 


tent to enjoy (theſe) Pleaſures of "Sin for a Sea-" 
ſon ||, and then to conſume, periſh, and come to a 
fearful End d. Conſider again how our Gracious | 
| Gop, rather than ſee Iniquity become thus your 
eternal Ruin, hath ſent His Sox, His Only Be- 
gotten So into the World to fave Sons: the ” 
Chief of Sinners repenting and believing i n 
Him. Conſider ſeriouſly what this Dear Re- 
* DEEMER endured from His Cradle to His Croſs, 
when He bore the Iniquities of Tou all. And 
in this SAviovuR conſider, how tenderly and 


compaſſionately He calls by the Prophet, Seek 
ye the Lo RD while HE may be found, call 

ye upon HI x, while Hr is near. Let the 
Wicked forſake his Way, and the Unrighteous 
Man his Thoughts: And let him return unto 

„ the Lok D, and HE will have Mercy upon 
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© Him, and to N for HE will TL | 


= moon. * 


oy I Jo. ii. 8 gp xiii. Ts Þ - Heb. + xl. 25. _ 
45. Ep el. iv. 19. 9 Hai. Iii. 4, * Iſai, Iv. 6, N. 9 
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are (continually) making Proviſion for the Fleſn 
to fulfil the Luſts thereof ꝶ, and working all 
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| Rep nt, and believe the Goſpel a, Believe and 
repent (and what this Repentance is, I:hope, you 
may learn from the Premiſes) aud ye ſhall 2 ſa- 
D. If nee 1g ye believe in the Blood und 
ig *conſneſs of Our Saviour, that Inſtant, tho! 
you have 20 never ſo vilely wicked before, ye 
ſhall be ſaved; that is, Jon, Sins ſhall be forgiven 


* 


that Moment, and everlaſi ing Glory ſhall be your 
Portion and your Happineſs. When thoſe, who 


1; ſeek for Salvation through'a diligent and circum- 
ſpect Obedience to the Law of Gow, and reſolutely 

* labour to fulfil it to that very End, ſhall periſh for 
ever. Has not the Lorp {poke it? Publicau and 
FHlarlots fall enter mio ths Kingdom of Gov be- 
fore fuch||. And again, I ſay unto you, that ma- 
#y ſpall come I om the Eaſt, and from the Weſt, _ 
and from the North, and from the South, and ſpall 
lit down with. Abraham and I ſaac and Jacob 5 in tbe 
Kingdom of Heaven : But (mark the next W ods” = 
| the Children of the Kingdom ſhall be caſt out into 
auer Daus ſo, iDore nd be weeping and ]]. 

* ing of Leet F. 
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4. Repent, aud veliexe the Geſpel a, Hel de 7 
. WD (and what this Repentance is, I hope, yo 
| * may learn from the Premiſes) and ye 


n +.: If repenting ye believe in the Blond und 


 Righrawſneſs of Our SAvIOUR, that Inſtant, thot 
you have been never. o vilely wicked before, ye. 
- hall be ſavel; that is, Torr Sins ſhall be forgiven - 


Walk far. 


that Moment, and everlaſting Glory ſhall be your ; 


Portion and your Happineſs. When thoſe, ha ; 
ſcek for Salvation through a diligent and circum- 


fed Obedience to the Law of Gop, and reſolutely 


Labour 10 fulffl it to that very End; ſhall periſh for 


. Harlets Hall 'cnter into ths Kingdom of Gob be- 
5 8 fach ||. And again, I [ay unto you, that ma- 


ever, Has not the Loxp ſpoke it? Publicau aud 


ee come from 570 Eaſt, aud from the Weſt, - 
Aud from the North, and from the South, and ſpall 


4 loten cath, Abrahars and Thaac and jacob in % 


Kind gam of Heaven : But (mark the next Words) Fi 


dee Cale of the Kingdom ſhall be caſt out into 
"Wer 5 there « ſha be dc: og galt. 
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